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Application for Funding of Natural Resource and Environmental Initiatives through 
the Town of Kiawah Island 

 
The Town of Kiawah Island adopted a new Comprehensive Plan in 2015 
(http://www.kiawahisland.org/SharedFiles/Download.aspx?pageid=37&mid=141&fileid=992). 
The Plan lists four Goals related to Natural Resources, three of which the Town’s standing 
Environmental Committee is charged with implementing. Applications for funding through the 
Environmental Committee should directly address one of the following Goals and 
Implementation Strategies: 
 

1. Develop and maintain an environmentally sustainable system of parks and open spaces 
which provide access to the beach and river; preserves, protects and enhances natural 
resources; and meets the diverse recreational needs of the Town’s population. 
a. Maintain existing programs to monitor and protect natural resources, wildlife species 

and habitat and expand these programs to include all groups of species on the 
island. 

b. Support and encourage research on wildlife and natural resources by outside entities, 
such as colleges and universities, to expand our knowledge and understanding of the 
natural systems on the island. 

c. Conduct aerial orthophotography of the island every 3 year to monitor changes to 
the beach and dunes, interior habitat areas, and ongoing development. 

d. Improve access to the beach, Kiawah River and other open space areas by allowing 
for parking near key access points. 

2. Maintain existing quality of the natural resources on Kiawah Island, as well as the 
waters and marine environment surrounding the Island. 
a. Minimize disturbances to or impact on the Island’s natural resources and unique 

natural setting. 
b. Discourage land uses that are threatening to wildlife and wildlife habitats. 
c. Protect natural habitats and corridors essential for the health and integrity of native 

plant and wildlife populations. Control invasive species. 
d. Recognize that native vegetation should be protected and used to protect and 

stabilize lagoons and stream banks. 
3. Maintain and expand public education and outreach programs. 

a. Maintain and expand exiting wildlife website. 
b. Continue to produce wildlife nature guide and other pertinent publications and 

distribute to residents and visitors. 
c. Maintain wildlife interpretive signs and update as necessary. 
d. Continue and expand public outreach programs, including presentations and school 

group field trips. 
 
A funding cycle is based upon the Town’s fiscal year budgeting process. Requesting and 
receiving funding through the Environmental Committee involves the following steps: 
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1. Submission of a Preproposal by February 15 preceding the fiscal year (July – June) for 
which funding is requested. 

2. Submission of a Proposal by April 1 preceding the fiscal year for which funding is 
requested. 

3. Review of proposals by the Environmental Committee, which may seek advice from 
external reviewers if deemed necessary. 

4. Notification of funding recommendation to Town Council by June 1 preceding the fiscal 
year for which funding is requested. 

5. Funding notification made after Town Council approval.  Funds available by July 15 of 
the fiscal year during which the project will be conducted. 

6. Final Report submitted by August 15 following completion of the fiscal year during 
which the project was funded. 

  
Eligibility 
 
Funding requests for specific projects may be requested by any Kiawah-associated individuals 
or organizations, including the Town Wildlife Department and the Environmental Committee. 
Requests may be submitted by individuals or organizations not directly associated with Kiawah 
Island, such as colleges, universities, nonprofits, and government agencies. All requests must 
address one or more Town of Kiawah Island Comprehensive Plan Goals and the proposed 
initiative must be performed on Kiawah Island or in the adjacent communities. The Town of 
Kiawah Island is not obligated to fund any projects during any specific fiscal year. 
 
Preproposal 
 
In order to assist the Environmental Committee and Town Council in budgeting for the next 
fiscal year, a preproposal should be submitted to the Environmental Committee by February 15 
prior to the fiscal year (July 1 – June 30) for which the funding is sought. The preproposal should 
not exceed one page (single spaced, 12 font, 1” margins) in length and should clearly address 
the following items in sequence: 
 

1. Project title. 
2. Names, affiliation, and contact Information of applicants. 
3. Brief description of proposed project. 
4. Identification of which Comprehensive Plan Goal(s) the project addresses. 
5. Expected outcome(s) and anticipated benefit(s). 
6. Total funds requested for upcoming fiscal year. 

 
Submission of a preproposal does not guarantee funding, and is solely to assist Town Council in 
budget planning for possible initiatives. Decisions to award funding will be based upon the 
complete Proposal submitted at a later date. 
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Proposal 
 
Proposals for the upcoming fiscal year (July 1 – June 30) must be submitted to the 
Environmental Committee by April 1. The proposal should not exceed four pages (single 
spaced, 12 font, 1” margins) in length and should clearly address the following items in 
sequence: 
 

1. Project title. 
2. Names, affiliation, and contact Information of applicants. 
3. Introduction/Background/Rationale – Must reference at least one of the Town’s 

Comprehensive Plan Goals and Implementation Strategies. 
4. Problem Statement and Objectives. 
5. Description of proposed project, including methods and expected timeline for 

completion. 
6. Identify target audience. Describe engagement, outreach, and education efforts as 

appropriate. 
7. Expected outcome(s) and information product(s). 
8. Anticipated benefits. Describe these benefits in terms of the Comprehensive Plan Goals 

and Strategies that the project is designed to address. 
9. Brief summary of qualifications of individuals who will conduct the project. If desired, 

detailed information may be attached as an appendix, not counted in the 4-page limit. 
10. Budget with total funds requested, broken down by major categories. 
11. Budget justification. Why are these funds necessary and what is the basis for each 

amount? Note: the Town of Kiawah Island will not pay Indirect Costs. 
12. Collaborations and partnerships, including additional sources of funding that leverage 

the Town’s funding. 
 
 
Proposal Evaluation 
 
The Environmental Committee will evaluate proposals based on the following criteria: 

1. Degree of relevance to one or more Comprehensive Plan Goals and Strategies. 
2. Justification that this is an important project for the Town to support. 
3. Likelihood of successful project completion with expected outcomes and products. 
4. Anticipated benefits for target audience. 
5. Significance of benefits for the Town and Town residents. 
6. Qualifications of individuals who will conduct project. 
7. Appropriateness of requested budget for accomplishing project. 
8. Collaborations and partnerships that leverage the Town’s investment. 

 
Final Report 
 
Acceptance of funding from the Environmental Committee obligates the recipient to be 
accountable for expenditure of those funds in accordance with the plan outlined in the original 
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proposal. Should the recipient encounter unforeseen situations during the fiscal year that 
necessitate significant changes to the project or reallocation of funds within the project, the 
Environmental Committee should be notified immediately through a brief written statement 
with a request for approval. 
 
A Final Report should be submitted to the Environmental Committee by August 15 following 
the conclusion of the fiscal year for which it was funded. These reports may be brief, but should 
include the following: 
 

1. Project title. 
2. Names, affiliation, and contact Information of responsible parties. 
3. Brief description of project, activities undertaken, and accomplishments. 
4. Identification of the specific Comprehensive Plan Goal(s) addressed and how the project 

successfully advanced the Goal(s).  
5. Specific outcomes, quantified if possible (e.g. number of students served). Information 

products produced. Programs presented. 
6. Identify specific benefits to the Town and its residents as a result of this project. 

 
Failure to submit a Final Report may result in denial of future funding, or initiation of action to 
recover the provided funding. 
 
 




























































