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How the Town Serves You: Communications

 The Newsletter of the Town of Kiawah Island

Town Notices 
Arts Council Meeting – August 1, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Environmental Committee – August 5, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Town Council Meeting – August 6, 2013 at 2:00 pm

Planning Commission – August 7, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Communications Committee – August 13, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Public Safety Committee Meeting – August 14, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Board of Zoning and Appeals – August 26, 2013 at 4:00 pm 

Ways & Means Meeting – August 27, 2013 at 2:00 pm

The website redesign was very important to the Town as we strive to enhance communications with our residents and the 
general public.  The Residents Xchange was incorporated last year providing a vehicle for the Town to communicate to 
residents and for them to post information themselves.  By registering you can receive notices, updates, and announcements.   

 The “About” tab contains a wealth of new information from the Maze of “K’s”, Things to Do, Events & Meetings, 
Town Notes, etc.  A new photo will grace the home page chosen from photos submitted by the many talented resident 
photographers in the Photography Club.  Also a new Quick Access Guide is being created to help with easy and fast 
navigation.  
As part of the upgrade package the Town now has a Facebook account.   Please visit and “Like” us.  And you can now tweet on 
the new Twitter account.   Tumiko Rucker, Administrator, says it well: “We are happy to unveil our new website redesign so 
that everyone visiting our site will have a positive stress-free experience when trying to learn about the various Town activities, 
meetings or initiatives.  We hope the new website re-design will help achieve this objective.”

The new website design has been the primary focus for the Communications Committee providing review and perspective 
from the residents’ point of view.  The redesign was a collaborative effort by, VC3 the Town’s Informational technology 
contractor, town staff, and the Communications Committee.  (Communications Committee members are Frances Boyd, 
Linda Dove, Joyce Keegel, Jack Kotz, Mary Kasman, and Chair, Mary Johnson).

For more informati on visit www.kiawahisland.org or call 843-768-9166
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Kiawah Island Arts Council

 2013 /2014 SEASON PLANNER 
Events Dates  Locati on Ticket Release

2013 OCTOBER

Port Authority Band Saturday, October 12 @ 7:30pm Turtle Point Clubhouse Kiawah  9/24/13                                       
Public    9/27/13

Good People by PURE Theatre Sunday, October 13 @ 4:00pm Turtle Point Clubhouse Kiawah  9/24/13                                       
Public    9/27/13

Fredrick Moyer Jazz Trio 
“Tribute to Dave Brubeck” Sunday, October 20 @ 4:00pm Holy Spirit Catholic Church Kiawah  10/1/13                                        

Public   10/4/13

Piano Bar Series Wednesday, October 23 @ 5:00pm                                                                              
Wednesday, October 30 @ 5:00pm Sandcastle No Tickets Required 

2013 NOVEMBER

Glenn Brown “The Piano Man” Friday, November 1 @ 7:30pm Sandcastle Kiawah  10/15/13                                        
Public  10/18/13

Charleston Symphony Orchestra 
Full Orchestra Saturday, November 2 @ 5:00pm Freshfi elds Village Green No Tickets Required 

Washington Saxophone Quartet Sunday, November 17 @ 4:00pm Church of Our Saviour Kiawah 10/29/13                                          
Public 11/1/13  

2013 DECEMBER
Holiday Madrigal Feast                                                                                 

featuring the College of Charleston 
Madrigal Singers                                                                                                   

Sunday, December 8 @ 6:30pm River Course Clubhouse
*PRICE TBD*

Kiawah 11/19/13                                        
Public  11/22/13

Charleston Symphony Orchestra 
 Handel’s Messiah Thursday, December 19 @ 7:30pm Holy Spirit Catholic Church Kiawah   12/2/13                                        

Public   12/5/13
2014 JANUARY

American Chamber Players Sunday, January 5 @ 4:00pm Church of Our Saviour Kiawah 12/17/13                                          
Public   12/20/13

Uptown Vocal Jazz Quartet Sunday, January 12 @ 7:30pm Turtle Point Kiawah 12/17/13                                          
Public   12/20/13

Liquid Pleasure Friday, January 17 @ 7:30pm East Beach 
Conference Center

Kiawah 12/30/13                                         
Public   1/3/14

Images from Around the World:
 fl ute & harp concert Sunday, January 19 @ 4:00pm Church of Our Saviour Kiawah 12/30/13                                         

Public   1/3/14

Clay Ross 4tet Thursday, January 23 @ 7:30pm Seabrook Island House Kiawah  1/6/14                                         
Public   1/9/14

Art Film #1  Friday, January 24 @ 3:00pm Sandcastle Kiawah  1/6/14                                         
Public   1/9/14

Parker Quartet Tuesday, January 28 @ 7:30pm Rivercourse Clubhouse Kiawah   1/9/14                                        
Public   1/14/14

Art Film #2  Friday, January 31 @ 3:00pm Sandcastle Kiawah 1/14/14                                          
Public   1/17/14

Town Website Redesign

The Town of Kiawah Island announces the launch of a new and much 
anticipated website redesign at http://www.kiawahisland.org.

The website is a part of the town’s mission to continuously meet the 
needs of residents and the greater community by providing improved 
navigation, better organization of content, mobile compatibility, much 
improved interactive communication functionalities and current web 
technologies.

The improved website contains the following new features:
•  New sleeker, crisp design
•  Compatibility with mobile devices such as smart phones, iPads, and  
    tablets
•  RSS feeds
•  Video capability
•  A notification window to announce special events or emergencies
•  Ability to conduct surveys
•  Google maps interface and weather info
•  Social media including Facebook 
•  and many, many more…



Kiawah Island, South Carolina, “The Happiest Seaside Town in America,” according to Coastal Living, has chosen to contract with SAFEbuilt, a 
leading provider of customized Community Development solutions, for full building department services. The Town has entered  into a five year 
contract effective July 1st. SAFEbuilt provides all the vehicles, technology, and properly licensed, expert personnel needed to provide the community 
with building code administration, permitting, inspections, plan reviews and flood plain management.  SAFEbuilt was chosen because of its 20 plus 
years of experience, great reputation in the industry, ability to provide expedited service to communities and effective and innovative solutions. “The 
Town is excited about the opportunity to partner with SAFEbuilt and to provide improved quality service to our residents and the construction 
community of Kiawah Island.”  Also, the Town anticipates increasing its revenues from this partnership so that we may in turn continue to expand 
and provide greater services to our residents. “We are really excited about this partnership and working with the residents to improve service levels,” 
said Roni Abdella Safebuilt’s Chief Building Official in South Carolina.  “We currently operate in ten communities across South Carolina and we feel 
Kiawah Island is a great fit.”

2nd  Reading of Ordinance 2013-05: 
Amending Beach Walkovers
Since the 1st reading two changes have been 
added; reducing the 15ft extension onto the 
active beach to 10ft. The second was a language 
addition to provide a consequence in the event 
that a private owner did not bring a walkover 
into compliance.  After a motion and second, 
Council voted unanimously to approve 2nd 
reading of the ordinance.  
 
2nd Reading of Ordinance 2013-10: 
Wheeled and Pedestrian Traffic on Dunes
The ordinance is a companion to the previous 
Beach Walkover Ordinance and also had its 
first reading at the last Council Meeting. 
 The only addition was a recommendation to 
provide a provision to allow golfers to walk 
on the dunes during play. After a motion and 
second, Council voted unanimously to approve 
2nd reading of the ordinance.  
 
1st Reading of Ordinance 2013-08: 
Buildings and Building 
The ordinance establishes the administrative 
and enforcement policy, building codes and 
establishes a fee schedule for building services 
and flood plain management.  The Town 
contracted with SAFEbuilt to provide services 
for building permitting and inspections which 
were previously provided by Charleston 
County. The Ordinance outlines the fee 
schedule which include a 5% agreed upon 
increase rounded to the nearest $5 increment 
for easier calculation. After a motion and 
second, Council voted unanimously to approve 
1st reading of the ordinance.  
    
First Reading of Ordinance 2013-09 Parking 
Prohibited
Ordinance 2013-09 updates the Municipal 
Center parking lot to make parking areas more 
explicit. After a motion and second, Council 
voted unanimously to approve 1st reading of 
the ordinance.  

Planning Commission Appointment
Mr. Patch presented Mr. Bill Dowdy as 
the nominee to serve the remainder of Mr. 
Tedesco’s unexpired term. Mr. Dowdy, a 
Kiawah resident since 2008, has had a career 
as a hospital administrator and a sales and 
marketing senior vice president.  Council voted 
unanimously to approve the appointment.
     
Atlantic Business Continuity Proposal
The proposal from Atlantic Business 
Continuity was recommended by the Way 
and Means Committee in the  amount of 
$19,500 to work with the Town along with 
other stakeholders on the Island to develop a 
Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan. 
After a motion and second, Council voted 
unanimously to approve the contract.

Carolina Waste Beach Garbage Collection 
Contract Amendment
The contract amendment with Carolina Waste 
was recommended by the Ways and Means 
Committee.  The amendment would make the 
terms of the two contracts coincide with one 

another.  Council voted unanimously to
extend the agreement. 

VC3 Contract Renewal
VC3 is the Town’s existing Information 
Technology contractor providing the 
professional services of managing the Town’s 
computer servers, e-mail, internet and 
website.  The Ways and Means Committee 
recommended a contract extension for an 
additional five years. The proposal reflects no 
rate increase thru the end of the FY 2014. 
The Town will transition to a cloud based 
enviorment in FY 2015. After a motion and 
second, Council voted unanimously to extend 
the service agreement.

Director/Officers Insurance Policy Renewal 
Council previously considered a 
recommendation to move the Director/Officers 
Insurance Policy from AIG to ACE with a 
premium savings of $4,000. The savings was 
due to bond exclusion or the elimination of 
coverage associated with public financing.  Mr. 
Patch stated that he took exception to the 
lack of the bond coverage and recommended 
at both Town Council and Ways and Means 
Committee meeting to renew with AIG. After a 
motion and second, council voted unanimously 
to approve the insurance policy.
     
 
Charleston County Deputies Contract 
Renewal
The Charleston County Deputies Contract 
renewal is a continuation of the contract that 
is in place today and was recommended by the 
Ways and Means Committee. Deputy Coverage 
would be monitored by the Public Safety 
Committee through the submission of monthly 
scorecard reports and efforts would be made 
by the Town and the Sheriff’s Department to 
cover all shifts. After a motion and second, the 
contract was approved unanimously.    
   
Committee Reports:
The Environmental Committee Meeting was 
canceled in June.  Mr. Labriola noted that the 
appraisal of the Municipal Center had been 
completed with the building and the three and 
one-half acres having an appraised value of $3.2 
million.  Mr. Murphy stated as the chairman 
of the Public Safety Committee and on behalf 
of the Town that he wanted to express his 
sympathy of the recent loss of 19 firefighters 
battling the wildfires in Arizona. 

Mrs. Johnson stated that the Communication 
Committee and Town staff had been working 
very hard on the release of the new Website.  
Mr. Rucker stated that the website went live 
on July 1st and that the Committee had been 
working on the new website since the approval 
of the proposal in January. Mrs. Rucker stated 
that notices to remind residents that the 
new website would go live in July  had been 
posted in Town Notes. The Communications 
Committee selected a “soft” opening to allow 
review of the site and make adjustments. Mrs. 
Johnson along with committee members are 
now working on a publicity piece that will 

accompany the new website and the “grand” 
opening.

Mrs. Johnson stated that the Arts Council 
Meeting was canceled for this monthly, but 
with the release of the new website the Arts 
Council will begin to post the calendar and 
upcoming season events. She noted that the 
first event will be in October.

Mr. Patch stated that the Planning 
Commission met on July 3rd at 3pm and 
discussed the preliminary plat for the proposed 
addition of sixteen lots on a cul-de-sac on 
Rabbit Island. The June BZA Meeting was 
canceled.   Mr. Patch noted an article that 
is in last month’s Town Notes referencing 
the change to the National Flood Insurance 
Program and Community Rating System 
(CRS). In July 2012 Congress passed a Reform 
Act affecting the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP). He said that prior to the 
Reform Act towns were given a community 
rating based on community wide flood 
exposure mitigation efforts. Going forward, 
home owners that have a higher risk of flood, 
or are below the 14ft requirement, could 
be faced with paying a substantially higher 
premium.  Mr. Patch distributed the financial 
statement for Berkley-Charleston-Dorchester 
Council of Governments (BCDGOG) which 
outlined funds available for allocation to the 
Rural Transportation Improvement Program 
(RTIP) projects through 2019.  There is a 
balance of approximately $5,000,000 that is 
not allocated. He requested that the Town send 
a letter to BCDCOG stating that the Town is 
interested in having funding allocated for the 
purchase of right of ways for the Greenway 
project. 

Town Administrator’s Report: 
Mrs. Rucker reported on ongoing projects 
including the Beachwalker Drive bike path; 
transition of the building permitting and 
inspection services from Charleston County 
to Safebuilt; and emergency preparedness 
discussions. The new Town website went live 
on July 1st.  

Mayors Report:
Mr. Labriola questioned whether or not 
fishing from the Parkway Bridge was allowed 
and the entity with jurisdiction over that 
area.  Mrs. Rucker responded  that the Town’s 
Code Enforcement had jurisdiction and that 
there is no fishing or loitering allowed on the 
bridge. He reported that at the June Town 
Council Workshop, annexation was a topic of 
discussion. Mr. Rhoad presented a tutorial on 
the statutes governing municipal annexation.  
Council also referenced an Annexation Manual 
prepared by the Municipal Association of 
SC.  Council Members expressed an interest 
in annexing properties outside the gate 
and encouraged the Mayor to contact the 
developers to engage in discussion.  He stressed  
that the process of annexation begins with the 
owners initiating a petition to be annexed, and 
the Town cannot move forward until a request 
is received. 
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Town Council Meeting Highlights 
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Go to www.kiawahisland.org for detailed meeting minutes Kiawah Island Contracts With Safebuilt for Building Department 

Mr. Orban recognized by CARTA
During the July 10th Charleston Area Regional Transportation (CARTA)  board of directors meeting, for-
mer Mayor Steve Orban was recognized for his membership on the CARTA board as a representative of one 
of the member jurisdictions. CARTA is a regional transportation authority governed by an 18 member board 
with members representing the jurisdictions of: Charleston County, City of Charleston, City of Hanahan, 
and City of Isle of Palms, City of North Charleston,  Town of Kiawah Island, Town of Mt. Pleasant, and 
Town of Sullivan’s Island.  During the meeting, Chairman Elliott Summey and past Chairman, Patterson 
Smith recognized Mr. Orban for his two years as a member of the board and his insightful leadership.   Mr. 
Patterson also recognized, Tumiko Rucker, Town Administrator, for her dedicated service as the past chair of 
the CARTA Finance Committee and leadership through some difficult financial periods for the organization.  
She is noted for her accomplishment in reformatting and organizing the CARTA budget and obtaining a 
line of credit to assist in cash flows for CARTA.  The entire board joined in congratulating Mayor Orban for 
his service and wished him well in his future endeavors. 

As part of the Town’s effort to continuously improve its preparedness and readiness for future disasters, the Town of Kiawah Island will begin a 
project in August to develop a more comprehensive and updated Emergency Plan.  With the assistance of the Town’s consultant, Atlantic Business 
Continuity Services, this six month project will update the Town’s current plan that is mostly focused on hurricanes and expand it to include other 
relevant disaster scenarios, such as tornadoes and earthquakes.  The Town will follow the four phases of emergency management, including mitiga-
tion, preparedness, response, and recovery.  These phases will allow the Town to prioritize and address the vulnerabilities in the Town’s current plan in 
the areas of communications, technology, staffing, facilities, operations, and others.  A prioritized action plan with budgetary estimates will help the 
Town plan for additional measures to undertake in the future to increase the Town’s readiness to respond and recover effectively.  

The Town will work collectively with all the main entities and organizations on the Island, including those that already participate on the Town’s 
Emergency Management Committee.  This effort will also include planning meetings with Charleston County, the Town of Seabrook Island, and 
the Town’s emergency response contractors to facilitate a well coordinated response.  Following completion of the updated plan in early 2014, Town 
Council and the Town’s staff will receive training on the use and implementation of the plan.  This collective and comprehensive process will position 
the Town, and our entire community, for an effective and efficient response and recovery to future disasters.  

Solid Waste Collection Notice  

September:  Labor Day – Monday’s trash will be collected on Tuesday, all other service days will be moved to the fol-
lowing day. Brown Trash and Hazardous Waste: Friday, September 6th. 

On Friday, September 6th, The Town will be collecting Brown Trash and Hazardous Material.  Brown Trash can be placed at the curb 
for collection by 7:00 am.  Hazardous Household material must be dropped off at the Town Hall garage between the hours of 8:00 am 
and 2:00 pm. Hazardous Household material cannot be placed at your curb. Please find a listing below of some materials that are ac-
ceptable for collection as Brown Trash and Hazardous Material.

Brown Trash: Lawn chairs, grills, mattresses and box springs, bikes, strollers, garden hoses
Hazardous Material: House hold chemicals, garden chemicals, used motor oil, gas & oil mixes, antifreeze, paint and paint removers, 
pesticides.

Town Emergency Planning


