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Town Notices 
Town Council Meeting – January 8, 2013 at 2:00 pm
Arts Council Meeting – January 3, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Board of Zoning and Appeals – January 21, 2013 at 4:00 pm
Planning Commission – January 9, 2013 at 3:00 pm

CERT Team Meeting – No Meeting
 

Environmental Committee – January 7, 2013 at 3:00 pm
Public Safety Committee Meeting – January 15, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Ways & Means Meeting – January 22, 2013 at 9:00 am
Town Hall Closed  New Years Day -  January 1, 2013 

Please monitor the Town’s website for meeting changes at 
www.kiawahisland.org

Newly Elected Town of Kiawah Island Council

Town of Kiawah Island Arts Council 

David Holt and the Lighting Bolts

Thomas Pandolfi, Classical Pianist 
 Sunday, January 6th at 4:00 pm at Church of Our Saviour      Tickets available now
This young American pianist Thomas Pandolfi is an exciting virtuoso who, with each passing season, is becoming more and 
more sought after by audiences worldwide and showered with superlatives by critics for his passionate artistry and amazing 
technique.

Tommy Gill Jazz Trio “Songs That Mean A Lot To Me”

Art Film“The Story of England”

Extraordinary Young Artists Performance 

Art Film “Russian Ark”

Manhattan Piano Trio

Friday, January 11th  at 7:30 pm at Turtle Point Clubhouse     Tickets available now  
Four time Grammy Award winner and exciting performer on stage, radio and television, David Holt is recognized as 
one of the nation’s foremost folk musicians, story tellers and historians.  David Holt and the Lighting Bolts will offer 
tales, ballads and tunes told, sung, and often played on the banjo, slide guitar, harmonica, bones, spoons, jaw harp, 
violin, and base.  It will be a memorable event for all to enjoy.

Thursday, January 17th at 7:30 pm  at Seabrook’s Island House     Ticket Release Dates: Kiawah 12/31 Public 1/4

Jazz pianist performer, composer and arranger, Charleston’s own Tommy Gill has a career that has taken him to many 
varied locations to perform with some of the greatest artists of our time. He will have some of Charleston’s finest jazz 
players with him for this evening of songs and memories.

Friday, January 18th at 3:00 pm at the Sandcastle Ticket Release Dates: Kiawah 12/31 Public 1/4

In this ground breaking series, Michael Wood tells the story of one place – the village of Kibworth, Leicestershire – 
throughout the whole of English history. Located in the very heart of England, Kibworth has lived through the Black Death, 
the Civil War and the Industrial Revolution and was even bombed in World War II.

Sunday, January 20th at 4:00 pm at Private Residence          Ticket Release Date:  Kiawah; 12/31; Public; 1/4 

The Arts Council is proud to present another opportunity for extraordinary young artists to perform.  Amy Goto, 8 years old, 
cellist has been identified as an exceptional artist at her young age.  Shannon Fitzhenry, 17 years old, violinist already has an 
impressive resume of performances, among those being principal 2nd violinist of the College of Charleston Chamber Orchestra 
and was co-concertmaster for one year. These two young artists will be accompanied on the piano by Chee Hang See who is in 
the Artists Certificate Program at the College. 

Friday, January 25th at 3:00 pm at the Sandcastle     Ticket Release Dates: Kiawah 1/8 Public 1/11

A 19th century French aristocrat, notorious for his scathing memoirs  about life in Russia, travels through the Russian State 
Hermitage Museum and encounters historical figures from the last 200+ years.

Sunday, January 27th at 4:00pm at Church of Our Saviour     Ticket Release Dates:  Kiawah: 1/18; Public: 1/11

The Manhattan Piano Trio, an ensemble of Milana Strezeva, pianist; Dimitry Kouzov, cellist; and Wayne Lee, 
violinist embody in the deepest sense, the borough that provides its namesake: these three musicians represent starkly 
different backgrounds, and yet connect on a fundamental level to enjoy making music together.

On December 4th the Kiawah voters went to the polls and made their selections for Kiawah’s next Mayor and Town 
Councilmembers.  Of the 1,571 registered voters 606 or 38.57% cast their votes.  Voters made their choice for candidates for the 
Mayor’s seat which was uncontested and six candidates seeking the four available Council members’ seats.

At 7:25 pm all results were in and Charles R. Lipuma was elected as Mayor.  Mr. Lipuma has served the Kiawah Community for   
many years on both the Planning Commission and Town Council.  For Town Council, Mary Johnson, John Labriola, Dick Murphy 
and Lauren Patch were elected as new councilmembers.  Above is a chart of the official election results.  The new Council is looking 
forward to working cooperatively together for the next two years.  Congratulations to each of them.

Mr. and Mrs. Lipuma with Judge Brown Left to right: Murphy, Patch Johnson, Rucker, Labriola and Lipuma
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Invasive Plant Study Final Report

Citizens’ Presentations or Comments:
St. John’s Fire District Report – Chief Karl 
Ristow Chief Karl Ristow, Fire Chief of the 
St. Johns Fire District (STJFD) stated that 
there were two structures fires on Kiawah on 
the weekend of November 10th. One on Salt 
Cedar and the other on Eugenia. The Salt 
Cedar fire was reported by the owner, who 
smelled smoke and heard a crackling noise.   
The STJFD, along with the City, responded 
within three to four minutes with five engines, 
one ladder, two battalions, one rescue and one 
air unit. Upon arrival the fire was clearly visible 
in the roof. An interior attack was futile so 
the Bronto was called to dump large amounts 
of water to manage the scene.  The fire load 
was in the exterior fireplace and initial reports 
suggest  that the fireplace was incorrectly 
installed permitting embers outside the burn 
chamber to ignite the fire inside the fireplace 
cavity.   
Chief Ristow stated that the Eugenia fire was 
called in about an hour later and due to the 
Auto-Aid agreement that is in place additional 
equipment was brought in to fill in for the 
units that were involved in fighting the Salt 
Cedar fire. Once again fire originated in 
the fireplace, but the cause of the fire is still 
unknown.  It is important to note that the 
home did not have operational smoke detectors 
which could have led to 15 fatalities.  Also 
both callers provided dispatch with incorrect 
property addresses which could have delayed 
response time.  There is a need for more public 
education. Chief Ristow will work with Mrs. 
Rucker to develop a “press release” that can be 
published to provide better communications 
on incidents with the public.

Invasive Plant Study Report and 
Presentation – Dr. Joel Gramling
Dr. Gramling gave a presentation of his study 
that took place from October 2011 through 
November 2012 surrounding invasive plant 
species on Kiawah (See page 3).

Old Business: 
Council approved unanimously the Second 
Reading of Ordinance 2012-7 to amend the 
Business License Ordinance for Insurance 
Companies and Non-admitted Insurance 
Brokers.

New Business:  
Overflow Parking Lot Lease Agreement 
Council approved unanimously approved the 
overflow parking lot lease agreement with 
Kiawah Development Partners. 
  
Candidates for New STJFD Commissioners 
from Kiawah The St. Johns Fire District 
approved the addition of two new fire 
commissioners from Kiawah. Applicants for 
the position include Mr. John Olsen, Mr. Dick 
Murphy, Mr. Craig Weaver, Mr. Tom Walkley, 
and Mr. Buzz Waltman.  The applications were 
submitted by December 3rd.  Previously Mayor 
Orban requested that the Charleston County 
Council delay action on the appointment 

requests until the new Town Council could 
review the applications and submit their 
recommendations. At a special Council 
meeting on Dec. 10th the newly elected 
Council recommended Mr. John Olson and 
Mr. Craig Weaver as candidates for the STJFD 
Commission. The County Council will vote on 
the recommendations on December 18th.
   
Committee Reports:
Dr. VanDerwerker stated that a letter 
was received from the Department of 
Environmental Control officially approving the 
Town’s Local Beach Management Plan.  Dr. 
VanDerwerker thanked the Environmental 
Committee, Jim Jordan, Aaron Given and 
Mrs. Rucker for all the work that went into 
completing the report.  

Mr. Lipuma stated that the Arts Council event, 
Clay Ross and Matuto , was presented at the 
Seabrook House. The Charleston Symphony 
presented the holiday strings and brass 
performance to a packed house at Holy Spirit 
Catholic Church.  Events scheduled for January 
include: Thomas Pandolfi, Classical Pianist on 
January 6th at Church of Our Savior, David 
Holt and the Lighting Bolts on January 11th at 
Turtle Point Clubhouse, House, Tommy Gill 
Jazz Trio “Songs That Mean a Lot to Me” on 
January 17th at Seabrook Island, an art film, 
“The Story of England” on January 18th at the 
Sandcastle, and a second art film “The Russian 
Ark” on January 25th.  The Young Artist 
performance with be held at a private residence 
on Kiawah on January 20th.  Last but not least 
the Manhattan Piano Trio on January 27, 2013 
at 4:00pm at Church of Our Savior.

Mr. Burnaford stated that the Roads 
Committee gave two presentations at the 
Charleston County Council meeting. Mayor 
Riley asked that the City be allowed to take 
the lead on the I-526 project.  Mr. Burnaford 
stated that there will be no vote will be taken 
at this meeting.  Mr. Burnaford stated that 
the Fire Study Committee was delayed due to 
committee members having other obligations, 
but research will continue.

Town Administrator’s Report: 
Mrs. Rucker stated that the Town received 
a copy of the 2011 traffic count map from 
the BCDCOG.  Staff is working on the 
application for the Municipal Association 
Achievement Award which will feature the 
recently completed Greenbelt project.  Mrs. 
Rucker stated that the Town participated in the 
holiday outreach program “Families Helping 
Families”.  A family of five will be receiving 
gifts of clothing, and one personal gift item.  
Mrs. Rucker congratulated Mr. Gunnells and 
Mr. Martin on their five years of service to the 
Town.

Mayors Report:
Mr. Lipuma read an e-mail received from KRA; 
“Kiawah Partners and Long Family Associates 

announced that they settled the lawsuit 
filed by Long Family Associates against 
Kiawah Partners. The partners have signed a 
confidentiality agreement; therefore no further 
details will be released. This positive resolution 
bodes well for the continuing development of 
Kiawah Island, The Lodge at Doonbeg, Ireland 
and Christophe Harbour, St.Kitts.” 
Mr. Lipuma thanked Mr. Burnaford for his 
eight years of service on the Town Council 
along with the years on the Planning 
Commission.  

Council Member Comments:
Mr. Burnaford thanked the Town for the 
enjoyable time that was spent on Town 
Council and Planning Commission.  He 
encouraged residents to get involved, volunteer 
or join a committee.

Mrs. Wermuth stated that she regretted that 
the Public Service Commission denied the 
Town’s request to intervene in the KIU docket 
#323. 

Mr. VanDerwerker thanked Mr. Burnaford for 
his years of service.  He thanked Dr. Gramling 
for his study presentation.  He also wished 
everyone a Happy Holiday.

Executive Session: Council entered into 
executive session to discuss a personnel matter 
relating to annual performance appraisals and 
compensation. To discuss a contractual matter 
regarding a provision of the 2005
Development Agreement with Kiawah 
Development Partners regarding the Kiawah 
Island Utility.  Upon exiting Executive Session 
it was announced that no votes were taken and 
no decisions were made. During Executive 
Session Council discussed an issue relating to 
the Kiawah Island Utility, as it relates to Public 
Service Commission Docket 323 regarding 
the $2 million for the purchase of the Cougar 
Island Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 
Site. A motion was made to obtain the two 
appraisals submitted by the property owner 
to the Public Service Commission, and once 
received to consult with an appraiser for the 
Town to get an opinion as to the validity of the 
submitted appraisals and to reserve any further 
actions until then. The motion was seconded 
and passed unanimously. It was motioned to 
have attorney Eric Shytle send a letter to ask 
if Kiawah Island Utility (KIU) would like to 
reopen the discussions of the sale of Kiawah 
Island Utility. The motion passed unanimously. 

Solid Waste Holiday Schedule 

2013 Business Licence Renewal 
The Town of Kiawah Island has begun its annual Business License renewal process for 2013. Business License renewal applications are due on or before 
February 29th to avoid late penalties.  After this date, a 5% penalty per month will be applied. Any property owner and or company that conducts 
business within the municipality is required to obtain a yearly business license.  Individuals that participate in the rental program and with an agency 
must also purchase a separate license reporting the rent they collect individually. Any individual renting either by themselves or through an agency 
is subject to late fees and violations set forth in the Town’s Business License Ordinance, Section 4-320.  In addition, individuals and agencies renting 
their property must pay State, County, Local Accommodations, and Hospitality Taxes. Failure to meet these obligations could bring about additional 
penalties and interest. Participants in the rental program are required to update their information on the Short Term Rental Form and submit this 
form to the Enforcement Office at Town Hall.  The 2013 application and 2013 Short Term Rental Forms are available on the Town’s website at www.
kiawahisland.org or at Town Hall.  For more information call Town Hall at (843) 768-9166.

Call for Committee Volunteers

New Year’s Day: No change for Monday, December 31st collection. No trash collection on New Years Day. Tuesday trash collection will be 
picked up on Wednesday, January 2nd. Recycling will be collected on Thursday, January 3rd. Yard debris will be collected on Friday, January 4th. 

Christmas Tree Removal: Christmas trees will be collected with yard debris on Thursdays beginning on January 10th.  Make sure all decora-
tions have been removed.  

Dr. Joel Gramling of the Citadel, gave a presentation of his study that took place from October 2011 
through November 2012 surrounding invasive plant species on Kiawah.  In summary, the survey results 
showed that there is a 30% increase in the observed plants on Kiawah over the study conducted in 1975. 
There were no significant rare species identified.  There were seven new plant communities attributed 
to Kiawah.  The study revealed several invasive threats including: Chinese Tallow Tree Triadica sebifera, 
Bamboo - Phylostachys aurea, Japanese Privet – Ligustrum japonicum, Russian Olive & Autumn Ol-
ive - Eleagnus and Periwinkle vine - Vinca minor.  Dr. Gramling explained that the Chinese tallow tree 
is a threat.  Elaborating that it has no native predators or diseases; prolific seed production; grows and 
matures very quickly and produces seeds within ~3 years (1.5 inch diameter).  The Tallow Tree also alters 
wetlands through rapid growth which sequesters water and nutrients. Further, its leaves contain high 
levels of tannins.  To combat the Tallow Tree problem, Dr. Gramling recommended the following strate-
gies: invasive plant management through the removal of mature individuals to stop the spread; treating 
seedlings and saplings; removing trees from lots that are being developed; and educating the public.  If 
the trees are not treated then there will be significant biological impacts.  These include altered ecosystems, 
loss of nesting and roosting habitat, loss of watering holes for mammals, loss of amphibian habitat, cultural impacts and degraded maritime forest.  
For the full Invasive Plant Study report and a copy of Dr. Gramling’s presentation, please visit the Town website
 at http://www.kiawahisland.org/default.aspx .

 
Contact the ARB for more information

 at 843-768-3419 or by email at kiawaharb.com

New Homes Permitted
 by the ARB

17 Bufflehead

The Town of Kiawah Island has received an overwhelming response from residents interested in serving on the various Town committees. If you are 
interested in learning more about the committees please contact the Town Clerk at 843-768-9166 or clerk@kiawahisland.org. The Town will retain 
your contact information and notify you when a committee vacancy is available. 

Arts Council: The Arts Council is responsible for enhancing com-
munity appreciation and involvement in the visual and performing arts.  
Communications Committee:The Committee was formed to work 
with Town Staff to help maintain and improve the quality of Town  
publications and electronic communication tools.  
Environmental Committee:The Committee meets monthly to 
study and report on environmental issues such as flora/fauna control 
and to monitor the health and population of island wildlife. 
Public Safety Committee: The Committee is responsible for as-
sisting the Town in its responsibilities for public safety, health, and  
welfare. 

Municipal Election Commission: The Commission conducts all 
municipal elections and is responsible for organizing, overseeing, and  
verifying election results.  
Planning Commission: The Commission approves plats and makes 
recommendations on planned development, zoning district, map  
amendments, text amendments, and comprehensive plan updates. 
Board of Zoning Appeals: The Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 
meets to hear and decide zoning appeals of an alleged error; 
applications for variances; and permit uses by special exception.  Mem-
bers serve for three (3) three-year terms. 
State Accommodations Tax Committee:  The Committee 
meets annually to recommend funding on Town’s tourism-related 
events for the upcoming budget year.  

Chinese Tallow tree 


