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Town Notices 
Town Council Meeting – October 1, 2013 at 2:00 pm
Planning Commission – October 2, 2013 at 3:00 pm
Arts Council Meeting – October 3, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Environmental Committee – October 7, 2013 at 3:00 pm Cancelled

Communications Committee – October 8, 2013 at 3:00 pm
Public Safety Committee – October 9, 2013 at 3:00 pm

CERT Meeting – October 10, 2013 at 10:00 am 
Board of Zoning and Appeals – October 21, 2013 at 2:00 pm

Ways & Means Meeting – October 22, 2013 at 2:00 pm

  American Music Celebration (ATAX EVENT)

Town of Kiawah Island Arts Council 

Planning and Zoning is one of the most important services that a 
local government can offer its community. To better manage the 
growth, development, and construction on the Island, the Town has 
chosen to handle the construction permitting, licensing and inspec-
tions directly.  These services were previously handled by Charleston 
County’s Building Inspection and Planning and Zoning Depart-
ment.  

After a year of planning; Town Administrator, Tumiko Rucker’s 
vision of the Town of Kiawah Island having its own Department of 
Building Services became a reality on July 1, 2013. The undertak-
ing was not a small one. It required a collective effort of the staff of 
SafeBuilt, an industry leader in the field of Building Sciences, the 
personnel of the Town of Kiawah Island, and Charleston County 
Building Services. These groups worked cooperatively to transition 
and organize the department that will serve the citizens of the Town 
of Kiawah Island and Kiawah Island Resort.

The Town of Kiawah Island Department of Building Services provides 
a full service building department including permitting, inspections, plan review, code interpretation and floodplain manage-
ment to name just a few of its services.

Contractors are afforded a one-stop-shop adding convenience to the overall scheme of the department. Plan reviews are nor-
mally completed in a seven day time frame rather than the 30 to 45 day time frame that contractors had become accustomed.  
Inspections are scheduled within 24 hours and accommodation of special inspection requests are provided in most cases. Plan 
review submittals once approved by the Architectural Review Board are submitted to Town’s Department of Building Ser-
vices to begin the permitting process. While Charleston County still conducts Planning and Zoning reviews, town personnel 
deliver the needed documents to the county saving the contractor time and money.  Architects, contractors, and  homeowners 
are encouraged to contact the Towns building and permitting staff with questions regarding their project. For more informa-
tion visit the Town website at www.kiawahisland.org under the departments tab. 

The building official for the town strives to provide a customer friendly professional service that aids contractors and citizens. 
Reviews of the department’s performance are conducted periodically to look for ways to streamline our efforts and to make it 
easier for the customer.  For questions, call Bruce Spicher at 843-768-9166.       
 

Port Authority Band

Good People by PURE Theatre

Piano Bar Series

Frederick Moyer & the Jazz Trio “Tribute to Dave Brubeck”

Sunday, October 6, 2013, 2-7 pm at Freshfields Village Green      Free admission 

Free, family-friendly one-day music festival presents three national artists making exclusive Lowcountry appearances by 
Kim Simmonds & Savoy Brown, Jim Kweskin & Geoff Muldaur - Folk Era giants, and John Primer. Rain or shine / 
bring lawn chairs, blankets / coolers OK. Visit www.bluesbash.com/amc to print your own illustrated brochure.

Saturday, October 12th at 7:30 pm at Turtle Point Clubhouse     Ticket Release: Kiawah 9/24 Public  9/27

PORT AUTHORITY, the sensational band that rises musically beyond your every expectation and captivates its audi-
ences with a fresh, diverse repertoire of songs you will not hear performed by other bands in South Carolina! Port Au-
thority is headed up by Ray Colon – Lead Guitar & Vocals, Gary Pecorella – Keyboard, Rhythm Guitar & Lead Vocals, 
Dane Roessler – Bass & Lead Vocals and Wyman Chavis – Drums & Vocals. An all-inclusive show featuring the most 
popular Timeless TOP 40 songs of… Shag, Funk, Rock & Roll, Motown, 60s, 70s and more.

Sunday, October 13th at 4:00 pm at Turtle Point Clubhouse    Ticket Release: Kiawah 9/24 Public  9/27

PURE Theatre will return to Kiawah this season on Sunday, October 13 to present the award-winning new play 
GOOD PEOPLE by Tony Award and Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright, David Lindsay-Abaire.  Set in South Boston 
or “Southie as it is known, the play centers on Margie, a middle-aged working-class woman from the neighborhood.  
As the play opens she has just lost yet another job because of her difficulties being the single parent of a mentally chal-
lenged adult daughter.  When she encounters a former high school classmate and beau, now a successful doctor who 
managed to escape the neighborhood, she sees a chance to take advantage of this former connection possibly to get a 
new job.  Awkward conversations and situations ensue revealing dark emotions and even darker secrets from the past. 

Sunday, October 20th at 7:30 pm at Holy Spirit Catholic Church     Ticket Release: Kiawah 10/1 Public 10/4

 Over the past 30 years world class concert pianist Frederick Moyer has built an impressive reputation for being 
able to capture the styles and spirit of some of the all-time great contemporary jazz pianists such as Oscar Peterson, 
Bill Evans and Erroll Garner. Now Fred, with his Jazz Arts Quartet, pays tribute to the jazz legend, Dave Brubeck.   
Fred and his quartet will be preforming many of Brubeck's best known compositions that have become classic jazz 
standards. Brubeck's most famous quartet included the lyrical saxophonist Paul Desmond along with the highly ac-
claimed drummer Joe Morello with Eugene Wright on bass.  In 1959 Brubeck's recording "Time Out" experimented 
in unusual time meters beyond the usual jazz 4/4.  "Time Out" became the first jazz album to sell over a million 
copies and the piece "Blue Rondo a la Turk" and "Take Five" (now in the Grammy Hall of Fame) began to appear on 
juke boxes throughout the world.  

Wednesday, October 23 @ 5:00 pm ~ Gary Pecorella  No Tickets Required
Wednesday, October 30 @ 5:00 pm ~ Bill Howland  No Tickets Required

Back by popular demand...Piano Bar Series at the Sandcastle. Not meant to be concerts, these 2 additional Wednes-
days are to enjoy with friends who plan to come, or for the chance meeting and the opportunity to meet neighbors 
outside your comfort circle for some Island socializing. Relax outside on the patio with the beverage of your choice 
or inside closer to the music. The Sandcastle will be the happening place at 5 p.m. Island time. Bring your beverage 
of choice and any snack to “tide” you over.



Second Reading of Ordinance 2013-08 to 
Amend Article 9, Buildings and Building 
Codes.  Mayor Lipuma stated that the revised 
Ordinance included a number of areas where 
adjustments, modifications, updates and 
corrections were made.  After a motion and 
second the reading of the ordinance passed 
unanimously.
   
Second Reading of Ordinance 2013-11, 
Floodplain Management
After a brief discussion Council passed a 
motion to approve the Second Reading of 
2013-11, Floodplain Management. 

National Preparedness Month Proclamation
Mayor Lipuma read the Proclamation making 
the month of September National Preparedness 
Month on Kiawah Island. 
      
 
Jacobs Engineering Proposal
The Town began discussions with the new 
owners of Kiawah Partners relative to the 
acquisition of the utility. To update the study 
that was done in 2010 would require Jacobs 
Engineering to request audited financial 
statements, information on rate increases, and 
capital expenditures. Mayor Lipuma clarified 
that the work done by Jacobs Engineering 
would be done for a lump sum of $15,000 
and that the funds have been included in the 
budget.  After a motion and a second, the 
motion passed unanimously.
      
  
Phillips and Jordan Contract Amendment
Mayor Lipuma stated that Phillips and Jordan 
were contracted by the Town for the clearing 
of debris in the event of a natural disaster. 
The contract amendment will include the 
addition of man-made disasters, two debris 
reduction sites and reflect revised pricing. 
The amendment will extended the agreement 
for two additional years commencing on 
September 1, 2013 and expiring September 
30, 2015.  After a motion and second, Council 
unanimously passed the contract amendment.  
     
Municipal Center Modifications
Mr. Murphy stated that at the August 
Ways and Means Committee Meeting the 
members voted to proceed with interim 
internal modification to Town Hall to provide 
additional office space.  He stated that it was 
agreed to request a quote for architectural and 
construction costs from Liollio Architects the 
original designer of Town Hall. Mr. Murphy 
stated that the cost quote received from Liollio 
Architects ranged from $60,000 on the low side 
to $85,000 on the high side for construction 
work. Mr. Murphy stated that the cost for the 
design services was $6,750 with an additional 
$2,680 for contract administration. Council 
Members discussed in depth the amount to be 
funded for the architectural design, the bidding 
process, and contract administration. Members 
also discussed the choice of looking for a 
new architect verses using the architect that 
designed and is familiar with the building. Mr. 
Murphy made a motion to designate a funding 

not to exceed $7000 to obtain architectural 
design and bidding. After a motion and second, 
the motion passed by a 4 to 1 vote.  

Committee Reports:
    
Mr. Murphy stated that there would be a three 
day Emergency Operations Center training to 
be attended by himself, Mr. Spicher, and Mr. 
Lameo. 

Mr. Labriola stated that at the August Ways 
and Means Committee the Open Land Trust 
gave a presentation and requested funding in 
the amount of $100,000. The committee took 
it under advisement and discussed it at the 
August 26th meeting. Mr. Labriola stated that 
earlier in the year council members worked to 
revise the Charitable Contributions policy and 
amended the policy to accept applications once 
per year.  He stated that applicants requesting 
funding throughout the year have been advised 
of the new policy. The Ways and Means 
Committee recommends  adherence to the 
Charitable Contributions Policy.

Mrs. Johnson stated that the 2013-2014 Arts 
Council’s season will begin October 6th. She 
stated that all posters will now include the 
addition of a QR Code that when scanned by 
a smartphone or I-pad will take you directly to 
the special events page  on the Town’s website.

Mrs. Johnson stated that the Communications 
Committee is enjoying using all the tools that 
have been put in place over the spring and 
summer.  She stated that announcement and 
notices of public hearings have been sent out 
on the Resident’s Xchange, with Constant 
Contact e-mails and the pop-up alert feature on 
the website.

Mr. Patch stated that he and Mr. Roberts 
attended the CHATS meeting. He stated that 
there was no update on the budget process and 
the rural transportation program discussed at 
the previous meeting. Discussion focused on 
the automation of the traffic signal project.

Mr. Patch stated that the Planning 
Commission met to discuss annexation and 
reviewed the modifications to the plat for Cape 
Charles.  Mr. Patch stated that on September 
16th the documents outlining changes to the 
existing Planned Development District Zoning 
that will apply to the annexation of Freshfields 
and Cassique will be available. Mr. Patch stated 
that the Public Hearing will be on September 
25th prior to a Planning Commission meeting 
for the recommendation that to Town 
Council on the proposed changes to the two 
development districts and the final zoning that 
will apply for annexation.  Mr. Patch stated that 
on September 30th Town Council will have 
three separate Public Hearings. One meeting 
will be on the Comprehensive Plan changes 
that would be created by annexation.  Another 
meeting will be the recommendation from the 
Planning Commission on the proposed changes 
to the two development districts and the final 
zoning that will apply for annexation. The third 

will be the Development Agreement changes 
bringing both territories into the existing 
Development Agreement. He stated that it 
anticipated having the first reading of those 
three Ordinances at the October Town Council 
meeting.

Town Administrator’s Report:
Mrs. Rucker stated that the Beachwalker 
Drive Pedestrian Path project would begin 
on Monday September 9th and is expected 
to be completed in two to three weeks. 
This project was funded by the Charleston 
County Transportation Sales Tax Grant. Mrs. 
Rucker stated that Mr. Murphy and staff will 
be attending ICS training with Charleston 
County on September 10th-12th.  Petra 
Reynolds, the Town Clerk will be attending 
the South Carolina Municipal Clerks and 
Treasurers Institute’s training in Columbia on 
September 11th-13th. Upon the completion 
of the three day training, she will become 
a Certified Municipal Clerk.  The Town 
has registered for DHEC’s new web based 
application that will allow staff to assess and 
report post storm or high tide beach erosion 
or dune damage.   The bridge joint project 
with Collins Engineering is out for bid. The 
Town received notice the project was approved 
for funding from Charleston County in the 
amount of $71,000.  The annual audit was 
underway and expected to be completed by 
September 30th.  Mrs. Rucker commended the 
Building Official Mr. Spicher for working so 
well with the various Island entities including 
the St. Johns Fire District and the ARB in 
discussing the Building Ordinance.

Mayors Report:
Mayor Lipuma made an official statement of 
the departure of the Town Administrator, Mrs. 
Rucker. He stated that Mrs. Rucker would be 
leaving about October 1st.  He stated that she 
served the Town first as the Treasurer and as the 
Administrator for the last nine years. Mayor 
Lipuma stated that Mrs. Johnson is heading 
up the search for a new Administrator.  On 
August 10th the Town hosted approximately 
eighty descendants of Scipio and Lucillia Smith 
who were slaves on the Vanderhorst Plantation 
on Kiawah Island. The Smith’s Family Reunion 
was celebrated by a Proclamation presented 
by Mayor Lipuma and a tour of the Island, 
which included a stop to view the Vanderhorst 
Planation house.   
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Go to www.kiawahisland.org for detailed meeting minutes Municipal Judge C. Gregory Brown Retires

The Town of Kiawah Island, working in cooperation with other island entities, has developed a program to 
treat and control infestations of the invasive Chinese Tallow Tree on the island.  The Chinese Tallow Tree is 
a severe threat to freshwater wetland areas on Kiawah Island.  It has quickly colonized these areas, virtually 
eliminating the existing native vegetation.  The excerpt from “A Vegetation Survey of Kiawah Island” by Dr. 
Joel Gramling provides more details:  A Tallow tree is far and away the most common invasive species on 
the island and has the potential to permanently alter the remaining freshwater and temporary wetlands on 
Kiawah.  On Kiawah Island, these wet habitats are even rarer than on a typical barrier island because of the 
system of ponds that sequester much of the runoff.  Temporary or seasonal freshwater wetlands provide habi-
tat for amphibians and possibly turtles.  These moist habitats provide drinking water to a variety of animals 
and support a diversity of plant species when unaffected by tallow tree.  Once invaded by tallow tree these 
wetlands begin to convert into drier habitats.  Tallow tree is truly more than a minor problem; it is a serious 
threat to the long term ecological integrity of Kiawah Island.” 

The Chinese Tallow Tree (Triadica sebifera) is a deciduous tree that is native to China.  It was introduced to 
the southeast in the 1700’s.  It has a very rapid growth rate and quickly colonizes shallow, freshwater wet-
lands, moist soil areas, ditches, and even upland areas.  Infestations can spread rapidly via root sprouts and 

seeds.  Seeds can be dispersed long distances by water and birds.  Mature Tallow Trees can produce as many as 100,000 seeds each year.  The Tallow 
Tree can grow up to 60 feet high and reach a diameter of 3 feet or more.  It has heart-shaped leaves that turn yellow to red in the fall before drop-
ping off in winter.  The fruits are produced in groups of 3 and resemble popcorn.  

Treatment Plan:
Tallow Trees will be controlled with herbicides and mechanical methods on all portions of Kiawah Island.  Control efforts will begin this year and 
continue until Tallow Trees have been adequately controlled.  Details on the treatment schedule are provided below:

Town Program to target large concentrations of Tallow Trees on common property: Treatments will be conducted in October 2013 on 130 
acres of common property located throughout the island.  The Town has contracted with Marshfield Vegetation Services for this work at a cost of 
$23,445.  The Town is providing $17,445 in funding towards this program, with the remainder coming from the Kiawah Island Community As-
sociation ($2,000), Kiawah Island Golf Resort ($2,000), and Kiawah Partners ($2,000).  Year 1 treatments will involve killing all existing trees using 
a selective herbicide.  Trees will be left in place and allowed to fall and degrade naturally unless located in close proximity to roads, leisure trails, or 
boardwalks.  Annual re-treatments will be conducted in these areas to target trees missed in prior years and to treat re-sprouts (typically with a foliar 
spray). 

KICA Program to target Tallow Trees on road easements and leisure trails: KICA has committed up to $18,000 to treat Tallow Trees along all 
existing road easements and leisure trails on the island.  KICA is currently working with Marshfield Forest Services on this project and the work is 
schedule to take place during late October 2013. 

Future Treatment Areas:
Town Staff are working on a plan to control and treat Tallow Trees on all island golf courses, undeveloped lots, and developed lots.  The protocol 
and time frame for these treatments has not been determined at this time.  For questions on this program and to find out how you can help control 
Tallow Trees in your own yard, please contact Town Hall.

Kiawah Island Tallow Tree Control Program

Judge Greg Brown has retired as the Municipal Judge 
of the Town of Kiawah Island.  He and his wife, Alma, 
are relocating to San Francisco to be near to their 
only son and his wife who are expecting their first 
grandchild.  At the September Town Council meeting, 
Mayor Lipuma thanked Judge Brown for his ten years 
of thoughtful leadership as Kiawah Island’s Municipal 
Court Judge.  Mayor Lipuma presented Judge Brown 
with a “Key to the Town” plaque in recognition of his 
service and to remind him that he is always welcome to 
come back. 

Judge Brown complimented the Town’s staff on the 
continual professional support that he received since 
his appointment in 2003. He also commended those 
individuals serving on the Municipal government who 

give so many hours of volunteer service to the community. Judge John Strauch has been appointed 
and will serve as the third judge for the Town.


