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How the Town Serves You: Planning and Zoning 

 The Newsletter of the Town of Kiawah Island

Town Notices 
Town Council Meeting – September 3, 2013 at 2:00 pm
Planning Commission – September 4, 2013 at 3:00 pm
Arts Council Meeting – September 5, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Environmental Committee – September 9, 2013 at 3:00 pm
Communications Committee – September 10, 2013 at 3:00 pm
Board of Zoning and Appeals – September 16, 2013 at 4:00 pm 

Public Safety Committee – September 17, 2013 at 2:00 pm 
Public Information Meeting  –  September 18, 2013 at 7:00pm

Ways & Means Meeting – September 24, 2013 at 2:00 pm
Public Hearing –  September 25, 2013 at 2:00 pm

Planning Commission –  September 25, 2013 at 3:00 pm

Public Hearing –  September 30, 2013  TBD

For more informati on visit www.kiawahisland.org or call 843-768-9166

2012
Kiawah Island Arts Council

 2013 /2014 SEASON PLANNER 
Events Dates  Locati on Ticket Release

2013 OCTOBER
8th Annual 

American Music Celebrati on 
ATAX EVENT 

 Sunday, October 6 from 2:00-7:00pm Freshfi elds Village Green No Tickets Required 
www.bluesbash.com/amc

Port Authority Band Saturday, October 12 @ 7:30pm Turtle Point Clubhouse Kiawah  9/24/13                                       
Public    9/27/13

Good People by PURE Theatre Sunday, October 13 @ 4:00pm Turtle Point Clubhouse Kiawah  9/24/13                                       
Public    9/27/13

Frederick Moyer & the Jazz Arts Trio 
“Tribute to Dave Brubeck” Sunday, October 20 @ 7:30pm Holy Spirit Catholic Church Kiawah  10/1/13                                        

Public   10/4/13

Piano Bar Series Wednesday, October 23 @ 5:00pm                                                                              
Wednesday, October 30 @ 5:00pm Sandcastle No Tickets Required 

2013 NOVEMBER

Glenn Brown “The Piano Man” Friday, November 1 @ 7:30pm Sandcastle Kiawah  10/15/13                                        
Public  10/18/13

Charleston Symphony Orchestra 
Full Orchestra ATAX EVENT Saturday, November 2 @ 5:00pm Freshfi elds Village Green No Tickets Required 

Washington Saxophone Quartet Sunday, November 17 @ 4:00pm Church of Our Saviour Kiawah 10/29/13                                          
Public 11/1/13  

2013 DECEMBER
Holiday Madrigal Feast                                                                                 

featuring the College of Charleston 
Madrigal Singers                                                                                                   

Sunday, December 8 @ 6:30pm River Course Clubhouse
 $90.00 per ti cket
Kiawah 11/19/13                                        
Public  11/22/13

Charleston Symphony Orchestra 
 Handel’s Messiah Thursday, December 19 @ 7:30pm Holy Spirit Catholic Church Kiawah   12/2/13                                        

Public   12/5/13
2014 JANUARY

American Chamber Players Sunday, January 5 @ 4:00pm Church of Our Saviour Kiawah 12/17/13                                          
Public   12/20/13

Uptown Vocal Jazz Quartet Sunday, January 12 @ 7:30pm Turtle Point Kiawah 12/17/13                                          
Public   12/20/13

Liquid Pleasure Friday, January 17 @ 7:30pm East Beach 
Conference Center

Kiawah 12/30/13                                         
Public   1/3/14

Images from Around the World:
 fl ute & harp concert Sunday, January 19 @ 4:00pm Church of Our Saviour Kiawah 12/30/13                                         

Public   1/3/14

Clay Ross 4tet Thursday, January 23 @ 7:30pm Seabrook Island House Kiawah  1/6/14                                         
Public   1/9/14

Art Film #1  
These Amazing Shadows Friday, January 24 @ 3:00pm Sandcastle Kiawah  1/6/14                                         

Public   1/9/14

Parker Quartet Tuesday, January 28 @ 7:30pm Rivercourse Clubhouse Kiawah   1/9/14                                        
Public   1/14/14

Art Film #2  
Chops Friday, January 31 @ 3:00pm Sandcastle Kiawah 1/14/14                                          

Public   1/17/14

Annexation 
In January the current Town Council expressed interest in 
annexing properties outside the KICA gate and bordering 
on the Kiawah Island Parkway.  The Town’s purpose for 
pursuing the annexation is to gain control of the plan-
ning and zoning that would affect the development of 
these properties and to secure the borders of the Town.   
Through annexation the contiguous land outside a town 
can become a part of the municipality to receive its 
benefits and city services.  The Town in turn receives the 
revenue from business licenses and accommodations taxes 
that currently go to Charleston County.

The properties identified as potential areas to be annexed 
are Freshfields Village, the adjacent undeveloped 20 acres 
in Freshfields, and the remaining Kiawah Partners owned 
properties in Cassique that include 2 Club facilities, the 
golf course, and unsold lots.  These properties are depicted 
in the above map.   Kiawah Partners have expressed inter-
est in being annexed into the Town and must submit a 

petition to the Town to begin the formal annexation procedure. The procedure for annexation with a single property owner 
does not require a public hearing. However, in an attempt to keep current property owners aware, the Town has scheduled four 
public information meetings.  During the meetings, Town officials explain in detail the purpose, procedure, advantages and 
disadvantages of annexation with the community.  Residents have an opportunity to ask questions related to annexation and 
have them answered during this informal meeting. The next public information meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 
18th at 7 pm.  A copy of the presentation and a listing of frequently asked questions can be found on the Town website at www.
kiawahisland.org. 

Annexation would provide an estimated $1.5 million in additional revenues to the Town and approximately $520,000 in 
expenses for the Town.  The Town would provide deputy coverage and code enforcement to Freshfields and Cassique.  It would 
provide residential solid waste collection to Cassique.  The revenues over expenditures are estimated at $830,000 which would 
be utilized for Town operations and services.  As future building decreases on the island so do the Town’s revenues.  Annexation 
provides a new revenue source. A chief concern to many is the impact on KICA on annexation.  Nothing changes.  Cassique 
has its own community association for security and for landscaping, etc.  It also has a “Cassique Access Agreement” with 
KICA.  Whether someone is a guest at the new hotel or a resident outside KICA, their access is determined in the same manner 
as today – attending a private party, golf reservations, restaurant reservations, etc.   Freshfields also has its own management 
company.  The Town is not buying any property.  It is annexing property to be incorporated within the Town’s boundaries to 
establish new corporate limits. 



On Saturday, August 10 the Mayor of Kiawah Island pro-
claimed  a day of honor for Scipio Smith who was born a 
slave on Kiawah Island in 1836 on the Vanderhorst Planta-
tion.  He and other freeman and women remained on Ki-
awah for years after the Civil War as laborers for Arnoldus 
Vanderhorst IV.  Members of the Smith family gathered at 
Town Hall to receive this honor.  Ms. Sarah Smith Brown, 
97 years old,  his granddaughter was in attendance. (Pic-
tured Center)

Kiawah Island  was named for  the Kiawah Indians who 
lived on the Island up to the 1600’s.  In 1699 the island 
was deeded to George Raynor  by the Lords Proprietors.  It 
was later bought by John Stanyarne in 1719 who built the 

Vanderhorst mansion and willed it to granddaughters in 1772.  One of them was married to Arnoldus Van-
derhorst.  The Vanderhorst family kept the island for the next 180 years.  The Vanderhorst mansion is now 
beautifully restored and is a private home.  A timeline and history highlights can be found at www.kiawahisland.com/about/history

1st Reading of Ordinance 2013-08: Building 
Codes Ordinance 2013-08 provides for the 
building permitting and inspection process 
now performed by SAFEbuilt. The Council 
repeated the first reading of the proposed 
ordinance due to substantial changes in the 
language.  The text of the ordinance was 
rewritten to describe the operations performed 
by the Town designees.  After the inclusion 
of recommended text changes from Council, 
the first reading of the ordinance passed 
unanimously.  
     
2nd Reading of Ordinance 2013-09: Parking 
Prohibited Ordinance 2013-09 refers to the 
Municipal Center parking lot and seeks to 
identify the parking areas more explicitly. 
After a motion and second, Council passed the 
second reading of the ordinance unanimously. 
 
1st Reading of Ordinance 2013-11, 
Floodplain Management The ordinance 
reflects the required up-to-date DHEC 
Floodplain Management guidelines. It has 
been reviewed by the Department of Health 
and Environmental Control (DHEC) for 
compliance.   After a motion and second, 
Council passed the first reading of the 
ordinance unanimously.
    
Board of Zoning and Appeals Appointment
Council unanimously approved the 
appointment of John R. (Jack) Braden to the 
Kiawah Island Board of Zoning & Appeals.  
Mr. Braden will complete the unexpired term 
created by Ms. Nancy Zisk’s resignation. 
     
Tallow Tree Contractor Selection
Council approved the Ways and Means 
Committee’s recommendation to accept the 
proposal from Marshfield Forest Services 
totaling $23,445 to perform Phase I of the 
Tallow Tree eradication program. The Town 
costs total $17,444.00 with the remaining 
$6,000.00 to be contributed by other island 
entities.
     
Approval of the FY 2014 CARTA Budget
Mayor Lipuma explained that the approval 
of the FY2014 Charleston Area Regional 
Transportation Authority (CARTA) budget was 
a formal request and a role of membership on 
the CARTA board. After a motion and second, 
Council voted unanimously to accept the 
recommended budget.
     
Establishment of the Emergency Planning 
Ad-Hoc Committee Mayor Lipuma stated 
that the proposed committee would work 
with Town staff and Scott Cave of Atlantic 
Business Continuity Services on the Town’s 
Comprehensive Emergency Plan with Mr. 
Murphy as the Chairman.   Council approved 
the new committee. The Committee will 
include Mrs. Rucker, Mr. Lameo, Russ Crane 
and Cork Corcoran.
   
Arts Council Annual Report-Mary Johnson
Mrs. Johnson discussed the annual Arts 
Council Report and highlighted 31 events 
which includes a mix of chamber music, jazz, 

blues, dance bands, holiday performance, and 
orchestra.  Notable events included this year’s 
Young Artist performance featuring an 8 year 
old cellist; a performance from the Columbia 
City Ballet; and a hilarious comedy event. 
She thanked the entities and individuals that 
support the Arts Council throughout the 
season.   

Community Rating Service Status Report
Mayor Lipuma stated that 2012-2013 
Community Rating Service Status Report 
provides an update of activities undertaken by 
the Town through June 30th to manage and 
increase flood awareness. After a motion and 
second, Council unanimously approved the 
status report. 
    
Annexation Outlook
Mayor Lipuma stated that since January the 
Town Council has discussed its interest in the 
annexation of properties surrounding the Town 
to control and manage development on the 
Town’s borders. The Town raised the issue with 
South Street Partners who expressed interest in 
the annexation of Freshfields Village including 
the undeveloped acreage and Cassique. State 
statutes control the annexation process. A 
public hearing is not required in the process 
under the state requirements; however, the 
Town held three public meetings in August 
and will hold another on September 18th at 
7pm to discuss annexation and answer public 
questions.

New Fire Chief for the St. John’s Fire District
Mayor Lipuma introduced Chief Coleen 
Walz, the new Fire Chief for the St. John’s 
Fire District.  Chief Walz stated the she 
is very happy to have been chosen for the 
position.  She stated that if the Town had any 
questions or concerns to please contact the Fire 
Commissioners or her directly. Mr. Murphy 
joined in welcoming the Chief and invited 
her to attend the upcoming Public Safety 
Committee Meeting.  He also congratulated 
the District in getting their International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO) rating 
change from a four to a three which is a 
significant accomplishment.      
 

Committee Reports:
Mr. Murphy The Public Safety Committee 
meeting was held on Wednesday, August 14th 
at 3pm.

Mr. Labriola The Ways and Means Committee 
met prior to the Town Council meeting and 
had a presentation from the executive director 
of the Lowcountry Open Land Trust. The Trust 
has come to the Committee with a request for 
funding which will be taken up at the August 
Ways and Means Committee Meeting.

Mrs. Johnson The 2013-2014 Arts Council 
season will begin in October.  There are blues, 
popular music, theater, a jazz tribute to Dave 
Brubeck and the fall piano bar series.  She 
noted the Council will have the largest fall and 
holiday season they have ever had. A Season 

Planner is available outlining the exciting 
upcoming season offerings. Events will be 
added to the website as photos and descriptions 
are released.  The Communications Committee 
has created a Website Guide to provide quick 
access to the most visited areas. She stated that 
the Town now has a Facebook account and the 
first subject that has been posted is about turtle 
nests.  The committee will focus on providing 
and posting up to date info. 

Mr. Patch stated that on July 22nd he attended 
the Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of 
Governments’ (BCDCOG) meeting in which 
the discussion was focused on the I-26 tree 
removal project.  The state legislature abdicated 
their role in the decision making process and 
delegated the decision to the BCDCOG.  Mr. 
Patch stated that at the Planning Commission 
Meeting on August 7th. The Commission 
reviewed the final plat of phase one of Ocean 
Park, the final plat of phase seven of the 
Settlement and begin their deliberation on the 
annexation question.  The Board of Zoning 
and Appeals met on August 26th to review 
a variance request from the Town’s fence 
ordinance.     

Town Administrator’s Report:
All required permits have been received 
for the Beachwalker Pedestrian Pathway 
project. Three Oaks Construction, LLC, has 
been issued a “Notice to Proceed” and the 
project is scheduled to begin September 9th. 
The bridge joint replacement project with 
Collins Engineering has been assigned to two 
engineers in the firm. Staff worked closely 
with the new Building Department which 
issued over 352 permits in July. The work is 
underway with Atlantic Business Continuity 
Services for emergency planning. Staff and Mr. 
Murphy are scheduled to attend a course in 
Incident Command Structure at Charleston 
County Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
September 10th- 12th.  The Court Software 
installation has been completed. The annual 
audit is underway. 

Mayors Report:
Mayor Lipuma stated that US Fish and 
Wildlife held a Public Hearing on James 
Island to discuss proposed legislation regarding 
Loggerhead Turtles. The Mayor and  Mayor 
Holtz from Seabrook attended. 

Executive Session:
Council entered into executive session to 
discuss a contractual matter and to receive 
legal advice involving the potential purchase 
of Kiawah Island Utility.  No decisions were 
made and no votes were taken. Mayor Lipuma 
stated that Mr. Labriola and Jim Williams 
will be engaging in pricing discussions with 
Will Culp and Townsend Clarkson of Kiawah 
Partners in reference to Kiawah Island Utility.
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Town Council Meeting Highlights 
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Go to www.kiawahisland.org for detailed meeting minutes Proclamation - a day of honor for Scipio & Lucilla Smith

The Town Receives MASC Achievement Award in Public Works
Officials in Kiawah Island faced an uphill challenge when they decided to improve two water-
front recreational sites in town. Land on the island is some of the most expensive in the state, 
and environmental restrictions can constrain certain Oceanside projects. Officials persevered, 
renovating the sites to ensure public access and safety. The Kiawah bridge embankment had 
long been a popular kayaking and fishing area but lacked a safe route to the shoreline. Beach-
walker Pond had been originally conceived as an engineering structure but had grown into a 
popular fishing spot. However, there were no guardrails or boardwalks to protect the public. 
Realizing the recreational boon these sites could be for the town, these two projects became a 
priority for local officials. 
 
The first hurdle officials had to jump was funding. Because the town could not afford to 
purchase the land outright, officials worked with Charleston County to make the projects 
eligible for funding from the Greenbelt Program, a land conservation program initiated 
within the Charleston County Road Wise Program. After receiving the funds, officials faced 
permitting challenges due to environmental restrictions on coastal land. The town had to 
receive approval through the county, DHEC’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Management as 
well as the Kiawah Island Architectural Review Board. 

When the approval process was finally complete, officials collaborated with a construction 
company to acquire environmentally-sound materials for the projects. The bridge embankment now features an access plaza with ramp, stairs, kayak-
staging area and guardrails. Beachwalker Pond is a fisherman’s dream with a boardwalk, benches and rod-holders. Thanks to the town’s persistence, 
these sites are now safer and more accessible for Island residents and visitors.  At the MASC annual meeting, Tumiko Rucker recived the award on 
behalf of the Town. [Pictured left to right is Meredith Waldrop, Tumiko Rucker - Town Administrator, Mayor Joe McElveen - MASC President, and 
Miriam Hair. Article written by the Municipal Association of South Carolina.]

Solid Waste Collection Notice  

September:  Labor Day – Monday’s trash will be collected on Tuesday, all other service days will be moved to the following day. 
Brown Trash and Hazardous Waste: Friday, September 6th. 

On Friday, September 6th, The Town will be collecting Brown Trash and Hazardous Material.  Brown Trash can be placed at the curb 
for collection by 7:00 am.  Hazardous Household material must be dropped off at the Town Hall garage between the hours of 8:00 am 
and 2:00 pm. Hazardous Household material cannot be placed at your curb. Please find a listing below of some materials that are ac-
ceptable for collection as Brown Trash and Hazardous Material. For more information visit www.kiawahisland.org/garbage-collection

Brown Trash: Lawn chairs, grills, mattresses and box springs, bikes, strollers, garden hoses
Hazardous Material: House hold chemicals, garden chemicals, used motor oil, gas & oil mixes, antifreeze, paint and paint removers, 
pesticides.


