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Town of Kiawah Island Arts Council 
2012-2013 Season Sneek Peek

Disaster Awareness Day June 7th 

Town Notices 
Town Council Meeting, July 3 at 2:00 pm

Arts Council Meeting, July 5 at 3:00 pm CANCELLED
Board of Zoning and Appeals, July 6 at 11:00 am

Fire Safety Committee, July 10 at 9:00 am 
Planning Commission, July 11 at 3:00 pm

CERT Team Meeting, July 12 at 10:00 am
Environmental  Committee, July 16 at 3:00 pm

State of the Beach Address with Dr. Kana, July 16  at 2:00 pm
Public Safety Committee Meeting, July 17 at 3:00 pm

Ways & Means Meeting, July 31 at 9:00 am

Continued on the Back

For more informati on visit www.kiawahisland.org or call 843-768-9166
Event Date Venue Ticket Release 

2012 SEPTEMBER

PORT AUTHORITY BAND SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 @ 7:30PM TURTLE POINT Kiawah  9/11/12                                          
Public   9/14/12

2012 OCTOBER
AVNER THE ECCENTRIC, COMEDIAN FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12 @ 7:30PM TURTLE POINT Kiawah  9/25/12                                          

Public   9/28/12

PIANO BAR SERIES                                                                                                                                       WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17 @ 5:00PM SANDCASTLE No Tickets Required

TIME STANDS STILL BY PURE THEATRE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21 @ 4:00PM  TURTLE POINT Kiawah  10/2/12                                          
Public   10/5/12

PIANO BAR SERIES                                                                                                                                           WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24 @ 5:00PM SANDCASTLE No Tickets Required

2012 NOVEMBER
CHARLESTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3 @ 5:00PM FRESHFIELDS VILLAGE 

GREEN No Tickets Required

BILL HEID, KEYBOARDIST SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 @ 7:30PM TURTLE POINT Kiawah  10/16/12                                          
Public   10/19/12

CLAY ROSS AND MATUTO                                                                        
LISTENING BAND THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8 @ 7:30PM SEABROOK ISLAND 

HOUSE
Kiawah  10/22/12                                          
Public   10/25/12

2012 DECEMBER
CSO STRINGS AND BRASS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 @ 4:00PM HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
Kiawah  11/13/12                                          
Public   11/16/12

2013 JANUARY
THOMAS PANDOLFI,                                                                                     

CLASSIC PIANIST SUNDAY, JANUARY 6 @ 4:00PM CHURCH OF OUR 
SAVIOUR

Kiawah  12/18/12                                          
Public   12/21/12

DAVID HOLT, FOLK MUSICIAN FRIDAY, JANUARY 11 @7:30PM TURTLE POINT Kiawah  12/18/12                                          
Public   12/21/12

TOMMY GILL JAZZ TRIO THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 @ 7:30PM SEABROOK ISLAND 
HOUSE

Kiawah  12/31/12                                          
Public   1/4/13

ART FILM # 1                                                  FRIDAY, JANUARY 18 @ 3:00PM                                               SANDCASTLE Kiawah  12/31/12                                          
Public   1/4/13

YOUNG ARTIST PERFORMANCE SUNDAY, JANUARY 20 @ 4:00PM PRIVATE RESIDENCE Kiawah  12/31/12                                          
Public   1/4/13

ART FILM  # 2                                               FRIDAY, JANUARY 25  @ 3:00PM                                             SANDCASTLE Kiawah  1/8/13                                          
Public   1/11/13

MANHATTAN PIANO TRIO SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 @ 4:00PM CHURCH OF OUR 
SAVIOUR

Kiawah  1/8/13                                          
Public   1/11/13

Season Planner
Kiawah Island Arts Council
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Stephanie Braswell from Enterprise, Alabama and most recently Northern Virginia joined the Town of Kiawah Island 
staff in 2008 as the Administrative Assistant. She possesses a Bachelor of Arts in Corporate Communications from the 
College of Charleston and an Associate’s degree in General Studies.  She brings experience, a creative flair, technical 
savvy, and sharp organizational skills to the role. The Administrative Assistant title holds many responsibilities includ-
ing assisting the Town Administrator, Mayor, Town Council, and other Town staff by performing a variety of special-
ized administrative duties. These include but are not limited to composing reports and correspondence, , researching 
and compiling data, scheduling meetings, maintaining calendars, updating the Town website, design and production 
of Town Notes, supporting committees and serving as the face of the Town as she greets visitors to Town Hall.  In this 
role Stephanie is involved in planning events like the annual Employee and Volunteer Appreciation Day and Disaster 
Awareness Day.  She is also the liaison, designer and administrative support for the Kiawah Island Arts Council.  She 
creates the artwork for tickets, fliers and programs for each event.  Behind the scenes she assists with event contract-
ing and planning.  In the words of an Arts Council member, Mary Johnson; “I, along with my colleagues on the Arts 
Council, work closely with Stephanie.  While she is a delight to know she is very professional and thorough.  The 

Kiawah community benefits from her expertise in creating our beautiful Arts Council posters.  They are the face of the Arts Council.  We are all very 
fond of and appreciative of Stephanie and consider her an integral part of our team.”  Aside from her role with the Town of Kiawah Island, Stephanie 
enjoys spending time with her son, Ryan and is a youth leader at Seacoast Church James Island Campus.  

Employee Spotlight - Stephanie Braswell 

More to follow.  Arts Council Season Planners will be available in August.
Contact 843-768-9166 for more information.  

On Thursday, June 7th, The Towns of 
Kiawah and Seabrook Island held the 15th 
Annual Disaster Awareness Day from 10a.m. 
to 3p.m. at the Sandcastle. This year’s keynote 
speaker was Michael Harwood of Phillips 
and Jordan, the Town’s emergency response 
contractor.   Representatives from the Co-
deRed Emergency Notification system, South 
Carolina Highway Patrol, Charleston County 
Project Impact, Johns Fire Department, 
Charleston County Sheriff’s Department 
and CERT also participated.   The topics 
covered included general preparedness, 
natural disasters, evacuation, emergency 
response and recovery.  This year’s event 
was very well attended. 100 attendees 
participated in question and answer seg-
ments with panelists. There were a variety 
of vendors that provided a wealth of 
information and give-a-ways.  In addition, 
the Charleston County Sheriff’s depart-
ment demonstrated their new Mobile 
Emergency Command Center and St. 
Johns Fire Department provided a hur-
ricane simulation trailer as part of the outside displays. Residents, vendors and speakers 
enjoyed a buffet lunch and raffle gifts. The costs for both were shared by the Town of 
Kiawah and Seabrook Islands. 

 If you were unable to attend Disaster Awareness Day, please stop by Town Hall and 
pick up a package of hurricane and emergency preparedness information.  The Town’s 
recently updated emergency plan is available on CD Rom and on the Town’s website at 
www.kiawahisland.org.  The Town would like to thank the following participants for 
their contributions to this year’s 14th annual Disaster Awareness Day: American Red 
Cross, Atkins, Atlantic Business , Continuity Services, Charleston County Project Im-
pact, Charleston County Sheriff’s Department ,Chartis Insurance Hurricane Protection, 
Coastal Shutter Company, CodeRED, Kiawah Island Community Association, Kiawah 
Island Golf Resort, Kiawah Island Utility, Kiawah and Seabrook CERT, Lowcountry 
Hurricane Protection, National Weather Service, Phillips and Jordan, PuroClean Disas-
ter Restoration, SCHP Emergency Traffic Management, S.C. Sea Grant, St. Johns Fire 
Department, and Suburban Disposal. 

A group of guys called GROMEOs--Grumpy Retired Old Men Eating Out-- noticed that there was no American flag 
at Freshfields. After investigating they determined that the round-about was the perfect spot.  A member of the group, 
Russ Crane, decided it would be a great opportunity for several of the Seabrook and Kiawah organizations to come 
together and fund a flagpole to hoist "Old Glory".  The following groups were contacted and all responded positively: 
Seabrook POA, The Town of Seabrook, The Kiawah Island Community Association, The Town of Kiawah Island, 
Freshfield Village and Kiawah Development Partners, Kiawah-Seabrook Exchange Club, Kiawah Island Golf Resort. 
The flagpole was dedicated on May 23, 2012 just prior to Memorial Day.  The first flying of "Old Glory" was handled 
by the Johns Island High School ROTC Honor Guard. The Johns Island Choralers led the crowd in singing the
National Anthem.  The festivities closed with a recognition of Veterans past and present who sacrificed to make our flag 
and our freedom special.

Flag Pole Dedication



Paul S. Gawrych – Re: Candidate.
Mr. Gawrych introduced himself as a 
candidate for Charleston County Auditor and 
reminded everyone to vote in the upcoming 
election. He asked for the support of Kiawah 
and Seabrook Island Residents.
 
St. John’s Fire District Presentation – Chief 
Karl Ristow Chief Ristow reported that the 
FY2013 budget includes budgetary changes 
in operating costs that would require an 
increase in the property tax millage rate.  He 
indicated that the funding from the Town’s 
State Accommodations Fund was  accounted 
for in the estimated income for the FY 2013 
budget.  Chief Ristow assured the Town 
that within the fleet, equipment is shifted 
throughout the different stations to ensure 
coverage. He commented on incorporating 
sprinkler systems in residences. A complete 
fire incident report will be provided at the 
monthly Public Safety Committee Meetings.

Second Reading of Ordinance 2012-
04: FY2013 Annual Budget Council 
unanimously approved Ordinance 2012-04 to 
adopt the FY2012-2013 Budget. 

Appointment of Election Commissioner
Council unanimously appointed Mr. 
C. Lester Stermer to the Town Election 
Commissioner. 

Solid Waste RFP Contractor Selection
The Council unanimously approved the Ways 
and Means Committee recommendation to 
approve the proposal from Carolina Waste 
Services, LLC.  The savings will be $394,000 
over today’s rate and there is a $280,000 
savings over Suburban. Mr. Wayman 
J. Pearson, a solid waste management 
consultant, also recommended Carolina 
Waste Services, LLC.  Dr. VanDerwerker 
thanked the staff for all their hard work on 
the very large project.

2012 Debris Reduction Site Certification
There are two Town DHEC certified sites 
to facilitate disposal of storm or hurricane 
debris. One site is near Freshfields and the 
other site is at Orange Hill Plantation.

Cell Phone Survey Results
Results from the 3 month long cell phone 
survey shows that most residents rate their 
cell phone service as “marginal” at best with 
a need for improvement.  Mrs. Rucker stated 
that there are limited towers with strict height 
limitations, causing them to be covered by 
a tree canopy, in turn limiting the number 
of carriers that can be installed on a tower. 
It is her recommendation that we invite the 
consultant working with AT&T to give an 
update on coverage now and a model of what 
coverage would be if the temporary towers 
erected for the PGA  became permanent.   

Fires on Kiawah Study Committee
Mayor Orban reported that he established 
an ad hoc Committee to study the result of 

fires on Kiawah over the last seven years. It 
will review the cause, contributing factors 
and performance of the fire department. By 
discussing different scenarios, it is the goal of 
the committee to develop a complete report 
by October 2012. Mrs. Wermuth and Dr. 
VanDerwerker questioned the committee’s 
formation stating that it was inconsistent 
with the municipal code.  Both questioned 
why this study was not done by the Public 
Safety Committee. Mayor Orban motioned 
to appoint a special Fire on Kiawah Study 
Committee.  The motion passed with a 3-2 
vote.  

Greenery Landscape Contract Amendment
Council approved the Ways and Means 
Committee recommendation to amend 
the Greenery’s Landscaping contract to 
add additional garbage collection and litter 
removal during the summer months.

Committee Reports:
Dr. VanDerwerker – The Public Works 
Committee worked on a new contract for 
trash pick-up.  The ADA improvement 
project is still ongoing. The Environmental 
Committee has overseen the completion 
of the native plant garden. Dr. Grambling 
visited homes where residents have given him 
permission to complete studies of their plant 
life.

Mr. Lipuma – Reminded that on June 27th, 
Night Heron Park will host Rick Godfrey at 
the Sundown Festival.  This will be the last 
Arts Council event of the season.

Mrs. Wermuth – Public Safety Committee 
(PSC) worked on responses to questions 
raised by Mr. Dick Murphy.  Ms. Wermuth 
invited everyone to attend the next PSC 
meeting on July 21st, 2012.

Mr. Burnaford – The first meeting of the 
Fires Study committee was held June 5th.  
All e-mails and recorded minutes will be 
available to the public. Mr. Burnaford gave 
a brief introduction and background on all 
committee members.

Town Administrator’s Report: _ Tumiko 
Rucker Ongoing projects include the 
Beachwalker Drive landscaping; the Inlet 
Cove entrance way redesign project; and 
the Greenbelt project. The ADA project 
is expected to restrict access to the front 
entrance for a limited period.  Meetings 
with the new solid waste contractor included 
discussions on a draft contract and transition 
plan. The Code Red system was used to 
remind residents about Disaster Awareness 
Day, and to inform them about the new 
“Weather Warning” component designed to 
provide homeowners “real time” information 
when severe weather conditions are present.

Mayor’s Report:
Mayor Orban presented a St. John’s High 
School yearbook showing the advertisement 
that was purchased by the Town.  He read a 
letter from “Beginning with Books” thanking 
the Town for its contribution.  The Town 
was chosen as its sponsor of the Month. 
Mayor Orban questioned whether or not the 
“Code Red” system should have been used 
to inform residents of the recent accident on 
the Parkway.  Council agreed that the system 
should be used only in extreme situations.

Council Member Comments:
Mr. Burnaford acknowledged Chief Ristow 
as a member of the Fires Study Committee. 
Kiawah Commissioner, Mr. Kulick, will also 
work on the committee in Chief Ristow’s 
absence.    

Mrs. Wermuth commented that many do 
not avail themselves of public meetings or 
available information. She raised concern 
that the Fires Study Committee meeting was 
held upstairs with no access for anyone with 
disabilities.  

Mr. Lipuma shared an article that was 
written by Dr. Timothy Kana, PhD of 
Coastal Science and Engineering entitled 
Beach Building in SC by Natural Processes.  
It shows how the island has changed in the 
last 100 to 150 years. It can be found on the 
Town website. 

Dr. VanDerwerker asked Ms. Rucker to 
prepare for the next month’s meeting, a half 
year review of deputy coverage. He asked 
if Dr. Oberhue had received a response to 
his questions raised during the May 1st 
Council meeting.  Ms. Rucker confirmed 
that he had. He asked if there was still a water 
quality issue with Mr. Blizard.  Ms. Rucker 
confirmed that the consultant had taken 
water samples for testing but no report was 
yet available. He asked for an update on the 
Comcast installation in the Preserve area.  She 
responded that Comcast has approved the 
installation and the work is being scheduled.  
The question of reimbursement of above 
ground utilities structures between KDP 
and KIU will be researched and revisited 
for the next meeting.   Dr. VanDerwerker 
commented that Mr. Paul Roberts’ name was 
listed on the Charleston Metro Chamber’s 
White Paper as a representative of the Town. 
Mr. Rhoad concluded that Mr. Roberts has 
no authority to act on behalf of the Town 
unless the Town gives him that authority and 
that the Town cannot be held responsible.  It 
was suggested that Mr. Roberts be called to 
inquire of his knowledge on this matter.  

Executive Session
Council entered into Executive Session 
to discuss a legal matter regarding the 
Development Agreement with Kiawah 
Development Partners; no votes or actions 
were taken.  

Town Council Meeting Highlights 
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(Go to www.kiawahisland.org for detailed minutes.)

 

Customer Request Management Tool 

Many of you in South Carolina’s tourism industry track the monthly reporting of the state’s 2% Accommodations Tax Returns at the county and 
state level as a barometer of the industry’s performance. For that reason we want to alert you to a situation that, over the near term, is going to create 
confusing fluctuations in those figures. In recent months, the South Carolina Department of Revenue (SCDOR) has obtained a supreme court ruling 
that allows them to more aggressively enforce Accommodations Tax collections from ‘Vacation Rental by Owner’ properties, real estate companies that 
manage vacation rentals and online travel agencies (OTA’s). We have learned that starting in November 2011, SCDOR’s Statewide 2% Accommoda-
tions Tax returns have begun including up to 10 years of retroactive payments from previously non-compliant taxpayers as they begin to submit their 
payments. The returns from this enforcement action will continue entering the system over many months. During this time, therefore, monthly and 
year-to-date percent change of accommodations tax collections should not be considered a necessarily accurate reflection of contemporary business 
conditions. SCPRT will be closely monitoring the data that comes from SCDOR as they move through this transitional period and we will update you 
as we learn more about how the process is unfolding. If you have questions about the process, contact Marion Edmonds at medmonds@scprt.com or 
803-734-1370 and he will assist you in finding answers.

The Citizen Request Management Tool is now available on the Town of Kiawah Island’s website.   It can 
be accessed by selecting the Residents tab and selecting the Citizen Response Management Tool from 
the drop down menu.  This tool allows residents to ask questions, create service requests, track responses, 
and improve access to information.  Each request or inquiry will be routed to the appropriate Town 
employee via email and you will receive an email confirmation that it has been sent.  Responses will be 
monitored and tracked to ensure that every resident is receiving excellent customer service. Upon making 
your initial inquiry or request for service you will be asked to register your email and create a password.  
After this initial registration you will not be prompted to register again and all future inquiries will be 
submitted using your email address.  If you are a current Xchange user, you are encouraged to use the 
same username and password. Additional features include: •Search Frequently Asked Questions, •Report 
a problem/register a complaint •Request information, •Download forms and other Town documents. 

Reporting of Accommodations Tax Collections

NEW Solid Waste Collection Program Changes
New Service Changes effective – August 1st  
On June 5th the Town of Kiawah Island named Carolina Waste as the new Town con-
tractor for garbage, recycling and yard debris collection for residential homes, home 
owners associations and regimes.  The Town’s approach to solid waste collection is pro-
viding streamlined routing, enhanced efficiency and improved service delivery with 
minimal impact to infrastructure.  The contract will meet each of these objectives with 
an approximately 40% cost savings that the Town is able to pass on to residents. There 
will be no changes in service in July. Service changes will begin effective August 1st 
to allow or transition, delivery of new carts or dumpsters and public education. To 
streamline routing, Carolina Waste is introducing an island wide Recycling Day on each 
Wednesday featuring single-stream recycling. Many residents will be receiving new 35 
gallon recycling rollout containers to replace the existing blue bins in mid-late July.  An-
other change in service is the proposed elimination of Saturday collection.  For increased 
efficiency the regime dumpster collections will be switched to a standardized collection 
on Monday, Wednesday or Friday weekly.  Residents will receive individualized notification about changes in service and collection days over the next 
few weeks. 

All collection during the week of the PGA Tournament, August 6-12, will be at the curb and will begin at 8:00 pm each day. Please place cans at the 
curb in time for collection. There will be no day time collection.  We are asking for everyone’s cooperation during this important and busy time of 
the year. The annual invoices for the solid waste collection will be mailed in mid July and will reflect these service changes and reduced pricing. A 
new feature for paying invoices this year is the ability to pay online with credit card at no additional fee.  Residents will also be able to register to pay 
by bank draft for next year. Town Council will be voting on the Town solid waste subsidized and corresponding rates at the July 3rd Town Council 
meeting. Rates and a detailed listing of changes in service will be available on the Town website www.kiawahisland.org by July 5th.  If there are any 
questions please call Tumiko Rucker at 843-768-9166.
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Service Collection types 

Curbside Service (includes recycling and yard debris)

Backdoor Collection (once per week, includes recycling 
and yard debris)
Rental Backdoor Collection (twice per week, includes 
recycling and yard debris) 
Home Owners Associations (includes recycling)
Optional Backdoor Recycle Only

  

Comcast Cable coming to the Preserve 

 
Contact the ARB for more information

 at 843-768-3419 or
 by email at kiawaharb.com 

New Homes Permitted
 by the ARB

No New Homes

Town staff has been working with Comcast Cable to provide cable service in the Preserve area.  Comcast ap-
proved the extension of lines to this area on June 5th and are working to obtain the required encroachment 
permits to begin the installation.  The installation is scheduled to begin the first week of July and should be com-
pleted in about 45 days with a completion date in mid August.  This extension of service will provide all of the 
advanced services, including digital cable, telephone, and high speed internet to residents in the Preserve.  The 
specific streets affected include Falcon Point, Summer Islands Lane and Cormorant Island Lane.  For questions, 
please contact the Town Administrator at (843) 768-9166.

Citizen Support Center


