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Town of Kiawah Island Arts Council 

Wednesday, June 27th, 6:30 pm at Night Heron Park  

No Tickets Required
 
Multi-talented Rickey Godfrey, blind from birth, is an ultra-talented artist originally from upstate South Carolina 
(but now based in Nashville) who works his magic on guitar, keyboards, and vocals.  With his horn-driven band, 
Godfrey plays a winning combination of jump blues, beach music, and shag tunes that will delight the young 
and the old.  His latest CD “Nasty Man” (2011) features the regional hit “Allergic to Mink” and a batch of other 
danceable melodies and is a must-have souvenir of good times on the Carolina coast.  Get ready to party, rock, 
and sway with this super musician and his all-star band! You won’t want to miss this eclectic musical performance 
while the sun sets in Night Heron Park during the Sundown Festival. The Sundown Festival features music, 
southern lawn games, and for the children,  inflatables and a train available throughout the evening. Night Heron 
Grill will be open for extended hours. Admission is complimentary. Rickey Godfrey’s musical performance is 
presented by the Town of Kiawah Island Arts Council in collaboration with the Kiawah Island Golf Resort’s 
Sundown Festival. 

Rickey Godfrey and the Beach-Boogie-Blues Kings at the Sundown Festival

Great American Cleanup

On April 27th the Town hosted a cleanup of the public rights of way along Beachwalker Drive, Beachwalker County Park, Ki-
awah Island Parkway and the surrounding marshes. There were a total of 19 volunteers including residents, Town employees, and 
Nature Center employees. Together the group collected 27 bags of debris from the roadways and marshes totaling 540 pounds.  
As a recipient of the Palmetto Pride Grant, the Town is required to participate in the Great American Cleanup, it has been run by 
“Keep America Beautiful” for many years. The campaign runs annually from March until May. In addition to the Great American 
Clean up, the Town sponsored a document destruction day and e-waste recycling on April, 25th.  During the collection events, 
over a ton of paper was shredded for residents and four pallets of e-waste was collected for recycling.  Thank you volunteers for 
helping keep Kiawah beautiful. 

2012 Disaster Awareness Day - June 7th - 10:00am - 3:00 pm at the Sandcastle

Town Notices 
Environmental Committee Meeting, June 4 at 3:00 pm

Town Council Meeting, June 5 at 2:00 pm
Planning Commission, June 6 at 3:00 pm

Disaster Awareness Day ~ June 7~ 10:00-3:00pm ~ Sandcastle
CERT Team Meeting, June 7 at 10:00 am

Arts Council Meeting, June 7 at 3:00 pm
Board of Zoning and Appeals, June 18 at 4:00 pm

Public Safety Committee Meeting, June 19 at 3:00 pm
Ways & Means Meeting, June 26 at 9:00 am

Join us in reviewing vital information about emergency preparedness. Also come and enjoy 
displays like the Charleston County Emergency Mobile Command Center,  simulation trailers, 

emergency vehicles, animal table, vendors, valuable giveaways, and a buffet lunch.  
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Join us in reviewing vital information about emergency preparedness. Also come and enjoy 
displays like the Charleston County Emergency Mobile Command Center,  simulation trailers, 

emergency vehicles, animal table, vendors, valuable giveaways, and a buffet lunch.  



Second Reading of Ordinance 2012-01 
Short Term Rental Regulations
Council considered second reading of 
ordinance 2012-01 which amends the short 
term rental regulations.  Mrs. Wermuth raised 
a number of issues with Ordinance 2012-01 
as presented. Mr. Burnaford explained that 
there were very few changes made to the 
ordinance and the purpose is to consolidate 
the rental regulations information into one 
section. The ordinance would be removed 
from Article 4 and relocated to Article 15 
for better accessibility and clarification.  The 
rental regulation forms were discussed with 
KICA and the ARB in an effort to make the 
regulations of each entity similar. Following 
discussion, Ordinance 2012-01 passed 4-1.

Second Reading of Ordinance 2012-02 
Dune Walkovers Mayor Orban commented 
that considerable work has been done 
to the proposed ordinance since the first 
reading in March. The ordinance also 
contains an attachment that outlines dune 
walkover guidelines which were developed 
in conjunction with the ARB. Mayor Orban 
stated that the proposed ordinance meets 
the requirements of OCRM and the Town’s 
ordinance. Mrs. Rhoad expressed that she 
was comfortable with the language in the 
ordinance from a legal perspective. After a 
motion and discussion, the ordinance was 
amended to reflect a 24 month time frame 
to bring boardwalks into compliance after 
notification.  After a motion for approval, the 
ordinance was passed with a 3-2 vote.  
  
New Business:
Town Website Redesign   
Mr. Lipuma explained that the Ways and 
Means Committee reviewed the Town 
website redesign proposal and voted 3-2 
to recommend the expenditure to Town 
Council. Mr. Lipuma, Mayor Orban and 
Mrs. Wermuth further discussed the proposal 
after the meeting and mutually agreed to 
recommend to Town Council that the item 
be tabled to allow the Communications 
Committee more time to develop a 
recommendation. The $12,400 would be 
moved to the contingency fund and would be 
available should a recommendation be made 
by the Communications Committee. After 
a motion and second, Council voted 4-1 to 
transfer the $12,400 expenditure from the 
Computer Software line item to Contingency 
in the FY13 budget. 

First Reading of Ordinance 2012-04 
FY2013 Budget  The Ways and Means 
Committee recommended approval of the 
budget to Town Council. Among the notable 
changes were the Kiawah Island Motoring 
Retreat which will be funded through the 
Local Accommodations Tax fund in lieu of 
State Accommodations Tax and the $12,400 
would be transferred from Computer 
Software to Contingency for the Town 
website design. After a motion and second, 

the motion passed unanimously to approve 
Ordinance 2012-04.   

Resolution 2012-3 Project Impact Action 
Plan Resolution 2012-3 includes the Town’s 
action plan for adhering to the Charleston 
County Hazardous Mitigation Project. 
Participation in the project allows Town 
residents to receive discounts on their flood 
insurance premium. There are a number of 
criteria the Town has to meet as dictated 
by FEMA to qualify for the reduced flood 
insurance rating. FEMA is in the process 
of changing their criteria and the proposed 
action plan incorporates the known changes. 
After a motion and second, the resolution was 
adopted unanimously.

Front Office Redesign
Staff presented a proposal to redesign the 
front office reception area which is currently 
utilized by the Town’s Administrative 
Assistant. The office redesign would provide 
more privacy and still allow for receiving 
customers and residents, and provide a larger 
workspace for the various activities associated 
with the position. Following discussion, 
Council voted 4-1 to approve an expenditure 
not to exceed $9,300 for the front office 
redesign. 
 
Committee Reports:
Mr. Lipuma
The Arts Council presented “A Prelude to 
Piccolo” on April 30th at Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church. Rickey Godfrey will perform at 
the Sundown Festival, Wednesday, June 
27th at 6:30 pm at Night Heron Park. This 
performance will close out the 2011-2012 
Arts Council season.  

Town Administrator’s Report:
The Town recently completed a review of the 
Code Red emergency notification system, 
and is looking to update the system to add a 
severe weather component. This feature allows 
for severe weather notifications including 
tornado, thunderstorm, and flood alerts. 
There will be a test of the Code Red system in 
early May to identify any inactive telephone 
numbers. A follow-up test call will be made in 
early June to remind property owners of the 
June 7th Disaster Awareness Day.   A request 
has been submitted for Comcast cable service 
in the Summer Island area. The Solid Waste 
RFP has been published and a mandatory 
pre-bid hearing was held on April 25th with 
3 firms attending. There are currently over  
400 registered users on the Kiawah Resident 
Xchange. The Kiawah Merchant Plaza is now 
active on the Town’s website with a directory 
of over 1,900 businesses. The Greenery is 
actively working on a number of projects 
including the annual spring flower bed change 
outs, pruning, and the addition of new 
planting and flower beds along Beachwalker 
Drive. The fishing pier and shore access 
project on Beachwalker Drive are underway. 
A special thank you was given to all volunteers 
who helped make the April 15th Great 

American Cleanup Day a success. 
Mayor’s Report:
During last month’s meeting, property owner 
Bill Blizard asked for Council’s assistance 
on resolving a problem with the drinking 
water in his home.  Mayor Orban met with 
Becky Dennis of the Kiawah Island Utility 
and Mr. Blizard to discuss the issues. KIU 
agreed to hire a testing agency to review Mr. 
Blizzard’s filtering system. During the April 
17th public information meeting held by 
Charleston County regarding the Maybank 
Highway Improvement Project called 
Charleston County Roadwise, two plans 
were presented: Alternate A– the widening 
of Maybank Highway to four lanes, and 
Alternate B – which is several feeder roads 
referred to as the “pitchfork.” Mayor Orban 
provided comment forms and information to 
the public and encouraged them to comment 
on the proposal. Mayor Orban stated that the 
Town is seeking a volunteer to serve on the 
Election Commission. If the Town cannot 
find a volunteer, considerations may have to 
be made to transfer the election process to the 
County. The Town has an election coming up 
in December. The Town received a letter from 
Charleston County Recreation Department 
requesting the Town’s support in adopting 
a proclamation for National Beach Safety 
Week, May 21-28, 2012. 

Town Council Meeting Highlights 
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(Go to www.kiawahisland.org for detailed minutes.)

 

 
Contact the ARB for more information

 at 843-768-3419 or
 by email at kiawaharb.com 

New Homes Permitted
 by the ARB

No New Homes

Kiawah Merchant Plaza & Resident Xchange
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Aaron Given has been the Assistant Wildlife Biologist for the Town of Kiawah Island since August 2008.  He grew 
up in Oswego, IL (a far suburb of Chicago) and graduated with a B.S. in Zoology from Southern Illinois University 
in 2000.  He went on to attend Southeast Missouri State University where he received a M.S. in Wildlife Biology in 
2005.  Before coming to the Town, Aaron spent two years as a Wildlife Biologist for the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission at Chassahowitzka Wildlife Management Area.  Aaron became a Certified Wildlife 
Biologist (CWB) through the Wildlife Society in 2010. 
Aaron was hired because of his strong interest and experience with birds and was immediately tasked with creating 
a bird monitoring program for the Town.  The monitoring program is comprised of several projects that highlight 
the diversity of bird species on Kiawah Island. It includes : 1) fall migration songbird banding, 2) winter songbird 
banding, 3) winter “marsh” sparrow banding, 4) Painted Bunting banding, 5) Eastern Bluebird banding, 6) summer 
point-counts, and 7) shorebird surveys.  Bird banding is a major research tool used in many of the projects.   Aaron 

is one of about 2,000 people in the U.S. who hold a Master Bird Banding Per-
mit from the United States Geological Survey.  Aaron’s largest project is the fall migration monitoring which 
involves banding songbirds daily from mid-August to the end of November at the Kiawah Island Banding 
Station located at the western end of Kiawah.  The Kiawah Island Banding Station is only one of two band-
ing stations along the coast of South Carolina, and has grown to become the largest coastal banding station 
between the Eastern Shore of Virginia and central Florida.  To date, more than 5,600 birds of 96 species have 
been banded on Kiawah Island.  For more information on all of the bird research projects visit www.wild-
lifeatkiawah.com.  Aaron and his wife, Amy, have been married for 7 years and are currently renting a villa on 
Kiawah Island.  Amy teaches preschool and kindergarten at Montessori of Mount Pleasant. 

Employee Spotlight - Aaron Given, Asst. Wildlife Biologist

While firefighters endure exposure to various dangerous conditions, their protective clothing helps keep 
them safe from burns and other bodily harm.  The downside of the protective gear is it holds in body 
heat, increasing the stress to internal organs. Proper rest, recovery and hydration are the keys to maintain 
the health and safety of the firefighters. Kiawah Island Community Emergency Response Team program 
(KICERT) volunteers and St. Johns Fire Department (SJFD) have formed a cooperative arrangement to 
enhance the effectiveness of fighting fires and other emergencies. The Kiawah Island CERT program is 
helping mitigate these exposures by staffing Rehab 705 (temporary rest station for firefighters engaged 
in an active fire). This recently dedicated unit will provide shelter, fluids and nourishment to firefight-
ers during an incident.  The exercise helps the SJFD but also prepare the team for incidents on Kiawah.  
KICERT may be one of the youngest teams on the island but has leapt from the organizational neonatal 
ward to making tangible contributions on Kiawah in the past year. Now starting its second year, KICERT 
has added three newly certified members to a growing list of volunteers who have been trained and certified by Charleston County to assist in an emer-
gency. However more volunteers are needed.  Full time residency is not required. You can join KICERT by getting in touch with Team Leader Jack 
Regan at jackregan@bellsouth.net.  By: Gregg Bragg, CERT Member

Kiawah CERT Assists Firefighters

PGA Announcement
The PGA Championship will release official traffic, parking and transportation information on June 4th. To view the 
pertinent details on the public announcement, please visit the website below. 

http://www.pga.com/pgachampionship/2012/event/parking_information.cfm   

Kiawah Island, S.C. was named
“Happiest Seaside Town" in the USA 

Kiawah Island, S.C., named “Happiest 
Seaside Town” in the USA according to 

Coastal Living Magazine's new rankings.

The list was compiled using a complicated 
formula involving editors' picks, the Gallup 
Healthways Well-Being Index, sunny days, 
beach quality, low crime, commute time, 
education of residents and other factors. 

Visit www.coastalliving.com for 
complete list and article.

(Photo by Squire Fox for Coastal Living) 

Have you received an email asking if you could recommend a plumber, painter or housekeeper?  If you 
have, now there is an online directory called The Kiawah Merchant Plaza that is available for residents 
to search for these business resources.  Currently, there are over 1,900 businesses listed by category for 
you to choose from.  To access the Kiawah Merchant Plaza please visit the Town website at www.kiawa-
hisland.org, and select the Kiawah Merchant Plaza link from the Resident Tab.  For general questions, 
please contact Stephanie Braswell at sbraswell@kiawahisland.org or call (843) 768-9166. 

Currently, there are 450 registered users for the Kiawah Resident Xchange.  Residents are sending in-
formation to  and receiving information from their neighbors and directly from the Town. Residents 
not currently enrolled in the system are encouraged to join the Xchange, especially as we enter into the 
hurricane season.  The Town will continue to utilize the system to send out important notifications, 
meeting notices, and information to residents, in particular during the hurricane season.  

Please pardon the inconvenience. 
The front entrance to the Municipal 

Center will be closed for brief periods 
during June and July to complete the 

construction phase of the Town’s ADA 
building improvement project. Visitors 
will be redirected to the rear entrance 

of the building.  

Announcements


